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VALKARIA AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, September 12, 2006 at 7:00 PM

Board members present:  Chairman Zonka, Joseph McClure, Del Yonts, Russell Minton, Ken Rivard, Robert Griffin and Andy Pedersen. 

Staff members present:  Steve Borowski, Airport Manager, Terry Jones, Assistant County Attorney and Pamela Barrett, Administrative Assistant.

I. CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Zonka called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 p.m.  There were seven members present and voting.
II.  REVIEW/APPROVE MEETING MINUTES FROM JUNE 6, 2006.

Chairman Zonka asked for any comment or corrections to the June 6, 2006, minutes.

Del Yonts motioned to approve the June 6, 2006, Valkaria Airport Advisory Board minutes with some minor spelling corrections.  Terry Jones, Assistant County Attorney, indicated that Morris Richardson had to attend the Board of County Commissioners meeting tonight but he also had a few spelling corrections to submit.

Andy Pedersen seconded the motion.  The motioned passed unanimously.
II. DISCUSSION ITEMS
a. Master Plan Update Status

Steve Borowski indicated that Working Paper #3 is expected to be released on September 22, 2006, and if that happens, the public meeting will be held on either October 3, 2006, or October 5, 2006, with a Special Valkaria Airport Advisory Board meeting to discuss Working Paper #3 on either October 10, 2006, or October 12, 2006.

Del Yonts commented on the fact that the Town of Grant/Valkaria is going to have an open forum for candidates on October 5, 2006, and many of the residents will not be able to attend if the meeting is on that date.

Steve Borowski said that because of that, he won’t schedule it for that day.  He indicated that the best days to get the meeting hall at FIT is Tuesday and Thursday, so if he can’t get the meeting room on October 3, 2006, he will push it to the following Tuesday.
b. Radio Flyers Shed Update

Terry Jones indicated that because Morris Richard had to attend the Board of County Commissioners this evening, he will be sending out written briefings, and he will also formalize agreements on items III. b, c and d, and he will bring them to the next VAAB meeting for your comments before they go to the Board of County Commissioners.
Steve Borowski explained that at the last VAAB meeting Mr. Richardson had these three action items that he was charged with moving forward on checking out leases and risk assessments.

c. Sheriff Onsite Security Update

See action above on this item.
d. Tie-Down Shade Cover Update

See action above on this item.
e. SCCA Automotive Event Update

Steve Borowski indicated that there are a couple of members are present tonight from SCCA, and he would like for them to make some comments on how their event went.

Paul Izzarone talked about the event going well, the site worked well but the surface didn’t hold up well, and they would like to continue to run there, but the surface issue would have to be resolved.

Joseph McClure asked Mr. Izzarone what was wrong with the surface.

Paul Izzarone indicated that there were potholes and the vehicles didn’t adhere to the concrete well, and that caused the surface to break up.

Steve Borowski indicated that the surface is old, but they could actually put in some new asphalt to repair that or go to a different place.

Chairman Zonka asked Mr. Izzarone asked if they received any comments from the public related to holding this event there.

Paul Izzarone said that they haven’t heard any complaints, and there were a lot of neighbors in attendance in the secure spectator area.

Steve Borowski indicated that the report he got on the event was that everything went fine, there was no problems with the traffic coming into and out of the event, and there weren’t any complaints, but the problem with the soft asphalt didn’t work out well for SCCA.  He added that the only outstanding issue is that the port-a-let still hasn’t been picked up.

Discussion ensued about possibly getting some left over asphalt from the county to repair the potholes, comments read into the record from a letter received from SCCA indicating that they appreciate the opportunity to run their event at the airport, the unfortunate condition of the pavement proving incompatible with the demands of this sport, the possibility of configuring a course on the inside of the fence, which would be harder on security, approximately 40 cars ran the course which had to be changed half way through because of the condition of the pavement.
Robert Griffin indicated that he would like to motion to make this a permanent event at the airport.
Chairman Zonka said that he would like to take public comment before he takes that motion.

Janice Walters said that if it isn’t safe to have people come onto the air side to fuel their airboats, she wouldn’t think it would be safe to have people come on the air side to race cars.

Curt Lorenc said he doesn’t believe that this Board had the authority to make a motion to make this a permanent event, and he believes you can only make a recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners.  He said that he also said that this board doesn’t have the authority to approve any of the working papers from FIT, and he is confused about the cars even being out there, and was this issue brought before the Board of County Commissioners, was there any insurance or was this just done.  He added that if Risk Management wasn’t involved, he thinks this board is looking to get themselves into trouble.
Paul Izzarone said that they are fully self insured, and everyone at the event signed a waiver, and they are allowed to call for any emergency medical treatment.  He added that anyone can check their sanctioning body, which is the Sports Car Club of America, and each event has insurance forms posted.

Tim Reardon indicated that a special even permit was pulled for this event they didn’t just show up one morning and start running cars out there.

Mike Whaley said that he thinks this was an appropriate use, and the county has the responsibility to the people in the community to support their activities, and the airport is one of the places to meet the needs of more than one group.  He added that other than the surface problems, it sounds like the event went well, and as a citizen of the county he is glad that they are using county facilities for purposes like this, and he feels that it should continue.  He said that as an advisory board, you should recommend to the Board of County Commissioners to support his type of event.

Linda Mason said that she really hasn’t heard that they want to make this a permanent location to run their event, and if the surface isn’t going to hold up, what cost would be involved to the airport to upgrade the surface, and is it really cost effective to do that.  She added that before a vote is taken maybe the financial aspects and fiscal impacts should be looked at first.
Chairman Zonka asked if there was anyone else to speak to this item, and seeing none, he brought the item back to the Board for discussion.

Steve Borowski talked about SCCA showing proof of insurance, a special event permit was pulled for this event, the fact that not every public activity has to go before the Board of County Commissioners, the airport not having any money in the budget to resurface the pavement, the option of SCCA paying for their own asphalt to resurface the course area.

Terry Jones indicated that this Board’s roll is not only to recommend to the Board of County Commissioners, you are also empowered to make recommendations to the County Manger or her designee, and as an example, every time someone wants to use a county park to hold an event, they don’t have to go before the Board of County Commissioners to ask for permission.
Chairman Zonka indicated that there was a motion on the floor, and he asked Mr. Griffin if he would like to clarify it.

Robert Griffin said that since this event doesn’t interfere with airport operations at all, he motioned to make a recommendation that this facility be made available to this organization on a permanent basis.
Ken Rivard seconded the motion.
Andy Pedersen suggested that the wording “permanent” be changed to “as requested”.

Robert Griffin said that he would accept that change.

Ken Rivard agreed.

Several board members talked about the unsafe condition of the pavement and the county being open to risk because of that, the fact that the motion didn’t indicated where the event should be located, which shouldn’t be near an active runway, the purpose of the motion was to avoid reinventing the wheel, that SCCA decided that they didn’t want to run the event because of the condition of the pavement.

Tim Reardon indicated that some people have cars that are quite expensive and they won’t run on the pavement in its current condition.  
Chairman Zonka suggested that staff could investigate the cost in repairing the pavement.

Robert Griffin withdrew his motion pending additional information on improving the pavement.

Discussion ensued with the board members and staff that this probably isn’t just a patch job, it will probably be a very large area that has to be resurfaced, that unused asphalt could be available, and a general consensus that this type of event shouldn’t be allowed in the active areas at the airport.

Chairman Zonka indicated that the previous motion is formally withdrawn pending further information from staff on cost.

f. Proposed Airport Budget FY 06/07

Steve Borowski presented the proposed Valkaria Airport budget to the board members, how the department revenues and expenditures differed between FY 05/06 and FY 06/07, how a fair market value it derived and that an inflation escalator is figured into the numbers, and that the golf course and mosquito control leases are up in a year and one-half and two years, how the airport is run by an enterprise system; however, the general fund is also used.  He answered questions from the board members that related to how the balance forward numbers work from year to year, grant monies, the purchase of the Super ASWASP, statutory reduction monies, not over estimating revenues, the cost of insurances going up every year, operating expenses monies which include fuel, grants, utilities, hanger maintenance and ground maintenance, why grants are included as an income and an expense, and why grant expenses are carried for about one-half a year.
Discussion ensued between the board members about grant money being located under operating expenses and not capital expenses, and that grant money includes fencing and things like that, and how it becomes a question of what you are actually doing with the money and where it is located within the budget.  

Terry Jones indicated that it there is a statutory limit on what is a capital expense and what isn’t, and records are kept, as an example, for 15 years for a capital expense because of the lifetime of it.

Janice Walters said that grant money is not operation money it is money that the government matches to the county, and that is why it should be in capital expenses.

Steve Borowski said he agrees with that statement, but as he is told by the Budget Office, the current grant money is in operating expenses, but they use it as an operating expense so they can write it off as soon as it comes in, it is expensed out.

Joseph McClure indicated that the word “operations” is an accounting issue, and what happens is that when you have an item that you depreciate, you carry that on your books until it is depreciated, and each year its value goes down, but on the other hand, if you bring something in and it is already used up and is worthless, then it is off of your books at that point.  He added that this is merely an entry issue and has nothing to do with the word operations as it refers to the activity of the airport, it is only an accounting convention, and every business deals with the issue of expensing something when you get it, or do you depreciate it, and the county is saying that for certain items that appear in one place, they are going to expense those items in this year, they are going to account for the, pay for them, and then they are going to write them off, and there won’t be any value carried on the books, that is all this is about.
Janice Walters said that these grants come with grant assurances most of the time, but if the county were to dispose of the airport, she assures you that FDOT would want full value in return.  She added that because grant comes with an obligation to keep that asset for a certain period of time, that’s what makes it a capital expense.

Chairman Zonka said that is not in dispute, but he doesn’t think it is an issue of how they account for it, but it is an issue that needs to be clarified and he will ask staff to look into that.  He added that the primary concern here should be that everything is accounted for, and they aren’t creating or accepting any new liability by accepting the logic behind the numbers.
Steve Borowski explained to Mr. Pedersen that the $112,000 grant money is the security grant money that was increase by $89,000, and that is the balance forward of $29,000 from an existing grant, and the master plan grant is not in those numbers.  He went of there numbers listed under capital expenditures, operating expenditures and a refinancing of existing notes, which caused a reduction in the dept service, reserves operating, capital and restricted.  He talked about the income from the master plan grant being at $48,000, and the Budget Office wants to take $10,000 to $20,000 out of operating expenses so that the operating reserves will show $58,000 or $68,000, depending on how much they decide to move over.
Joseph McClure asked if the county forecasts a carry forward figure for FY 07/08.
Steve Borowski said that he is not sure if the county does that at this time, he thinks it is too early.  He further explained the cost of fuel going up and how those numbers are figured into the budget line items.
Chairman Zonka asked if there was anyone else to speak on this item.

Bob Doucette talked about how can you have a 40.75% increase in hanger revenue in this budget when the new hanger aren’t even built yet, that the pay raises under the operating expenditures should go under the 13th month figure not the 2006/2007 budget, under the performance measurements the efficiency profit projected for 2006/1007 is $3,655.00, or $305.00 a month, which is an increase he doesn’t think this board has approved, that line item also says that there will be 47 hangars, but there are only 27.  He talked about how line items should have been broken down and projected for 2006/2007 as a tentative budget, that a break down analysis of each employee should be done, what is the justification for an addition part-time employee, as well as a break down analysis of capital projects that show grant funding as well as commercial paper loans.  He added that without the details, he feels that the tentative budget makes the following signification errors; it recognizes revenues from hangers that are not yet built, it fails to recognize intergovernmental revenues, and it doesn’t account for other grant money or the master plan completion funds of $48,000.
Joseph McClure said that it is not this Board’s purview to advise the Board of County Commissioners on its style of preparing budgets, and he thinks we should thank staff for all their efforts in preparing this document, and he said he is prepared to make a motion when the Chairman is prepared to accept one.

Chairman Zonka asked if there were any further comments on this issue.

Janice Walters indicated that she received a couple of other pages from the Budget Office and one of them is labeled “budget analysis” and it talks about the operating expenditures increasing due to an increase in health insurance premiums, FRS premiums, the full year impact of pay raises approved by the Board for FY 05/06, which should be showing up in the adjustments for FY 05/06, and it is not an expense for FY 06/07.  She added that she is not sure what it means when it says, “second half of the raises as part of the approved pay and classification plan”, and she would like some clarification on that, and she doesn’t see how this board can recommend a budget to the County Commission that includes expenses for a prior year.
Joseph McClure explained that she is looking at the FY 05/06 budget, not actual, and when you have a raise and it hits after the budget is created, it doesn’t appear on the budget because it wasn’t there, but when you prepare the budget for FY 06/07 then that raise money hits on the following year because you are forced to pay the salary increase.  He added that you wouldn’t have seen the raise on the budget before it was approved, and what we are looking at here is the budget for FY 06/07 compared to an amended budget from FY 05/06, not an actual comparison.

Janice Walters talked about final budget, and the 13th months meaning it would be available by January or February.

Chairman Zonka said that when it comes to the process that the County Budget Office has to go through, he has to trust that process, because there is nothing this board can do to cause the county to restructure a $1.6 million budget for the cause of Valkaria Airport.  He added that it is important to understand where the revenue is coming from, and where the money is going out, and this is much more of an accounting exercise than managing a business exercise.
Linda Mason indicated that she has some summary pages that weren’t given to the board members and it has an airport summary section called “trends and issues” and there are a couple of things listed in there that she has some concerns about.  She said it talks about having sufficient rental hangars available and providing for night landings, and she thinks it is inappropriate to put that into a budget.  She added that it also indicates that the airport has initiated a contract with Florida Tech to develop a master plan for Valkaria Airport, and that the plan will be used by the county to develop the airport to its fullest potential and utilization, and she also feels that that wording is in conflict with what the County Commissioners said on January 24, 2006, and it is inappropriate to include that language as well.
Chairman Zonka asked staff to give a summary of the source and status of those comments.

Steve Borowski indicated that those comments are not written by him, nor did he change any wording in that summary.  He added that Budget Office staff receives the numbers from all the departments, and they then come up with those forms and it then goes to the budget director.

Chairman Zonka said that it is his understanding that those comments have been removed.

Steve Borowski said that is correct.

Del Yonts asked staff if they knew what the new wording will be.

Steve Borowski said that he believes that the main problem is that the Budget Office staff person handling the Valkaria Airport portion of the budget has been out on medical leave, but he knows that that language will be changed.  He added that there are several other pages of detail that deals with this budget.
Del Yonts talked about the profit per t-hangar entry is going from $2,100 to $3,600, so there must be something wrong with those numbers.

Steve Borowski said that he would look into those figures.

Curt Lorenc talked about the current budget being a disgrace, how he called the Budget Office and worked with them to get an understanding of the budget, and how the airport manager is supposed to have an MBA and should know this.
Several Board members were talking at the same time and asked they Chairman to intervene.

Chairman Zonka asked Mr. Lorenc if he has a complaint about the document.

Curt Lorenc talked about wording in the budget document speaking about developing the airport to it’s full potential, wanting to find out who wrote those words in it, what the manager’s authority is to change grant money amounts from FDOT, and requesting to see those documents in a public records request.  He added that there does have to be an escalator cost, and you have to pay fair market value, otherwise you cannot have these types of leases out there like the golf course and Mosquito Control, which would be a violation of the quit claim deed.  He asked about the additional person at the airport, and why FDOT grant money was increase from $600,000 to $800,000.

Mike Whaley said that he would like to know if the expanded budget included a cost associated with the freedom of information act requests.
Chairman Zonka asked if there was anyone else to speak to this item, and seeing none, he brought the discussion back to the board.

Ken Rivard said that he is ready to accept this document.

Del Yonts said that if we are talking about approving the budget, it has already been said that the operating reserves are going to be changed to something like $56,000, and there is really nothing to approve here, as it is going to change again.  He asked if staff is looking for approval from this board or was this just a presentation so they would be aware of it.

Steve Borowski said that it was just a presentation of the budget.

Joseph McClure asked if the County Commission needs to have this board approve it.

Terry Jones said that the board can provide recommendations to the County Commission regarding the annual budget.

Joseph McClure motioned to accept the budget as a working document.

Russell Minton seconded the motion.
Del Yonts said that he is concerned that staff didn’t receive all the pages of the budget documents.

Chairman Zonka asked staff if they could pull a copy of last year’s budget.

Steve Borowski said yes.
The motion passed unanimously. 

g. FDOT Grant Application for New Hanger Project

Steve Borowski presented a copy of the FDOT JACIP planning budget which has the $800,000 project listed with $160,000 of match funds, it is in the current JACIP, and it is listed in the airport’s capital improvement plan.   He talked about moving forward with the joint participation agreement as it takes quite a bit of time to get that through the process, and if they go forward and put the hangars in, we have to think about how it is going to be procured.  He talked about the county having a Facilities Department that will help with the permits, what type of building is needed, and they also have in house consultants that know the building codes, but the joint participation plan has to be in place before any of that can be started.
Chairman Zonka said that assuming the County Commission accepts the joint participation agreement, that doesn’t specify site location as that is just the concept of the building, because we are still waiting on the master plan to address possible sites for the new hangar.

Steve Borowski said that is correct.

Del Yonts said that they have talked about the number of hangars that are needed, and he asked if we are locked into 20 at this point in time.

Steve Borowski said that the planning words say 20 hangars, and airport office and a pilot briefing area, but we have to also look at what we are going to get for $800,000.

Chairman Zonka said that he was told recently that a 20 unit hangar building would cost approximately $42,000 per unit, and this grant money is in that ball park.

Del Yonts said that it will be whatever could be build for $800,000, and he asked if they could go back and ask for more money.

Steve Borowski said yes you can.

Del Yonts said that the reason he asked that question is because prices have gone up and because of the number of people on the waiting list already.  He added that that they should construct at least 20 hangars.

Andy Pedersen asked if the percentage the same if you ask for more money.

Steve Borowski said that it depends on FDOT and what they want to do, right now we get an 80/20 split, but they may say different.

Chairman Zonka said that the board is being briefed on this item because it will be going to the County Commission to accept the 80/20 grant JACIP, with the county accepting the $160,000 portion of the project cost.
Steve Borowski said that is correct.

Ken Rivard said that he feels the county should move forward with this.

Chairman Zonka asked for public comments.

Janice Walters said that the County Commission voted on a total cost of $600,000 for this project back in 2003, and now staff is asking the board to apply for a different amount, and she feels that the County Commission needs to be informed that this grant application is not at the same price as it was when it was originally brought before them.

Linda Mason said if the County Commission approves this participation agreement, could the construction on the hangers in January even though we won’t have the grant money until July 2007.

Steve Borowski said that once the grant money is approved, you can start spending your own money to construct the hangars, and then the county would be reimbursed by the State once the expenses are completed, and traditionally they will give you milestone money along the way.

Del Yonts said that a July issue was mentioned previously, and he believes that is when FDOT changed their funding from 50/50 to 80/20, which was effective this past July, and now the county can apply for the money and then get it back, but that July date is over, we are past that point.
Curt Lorenc said that he was at quite a few County Commission meetings regarding this t-hangar request and the issue was $600,000 for the project, and he participated in those public hearings, he took time off from work, and he is confused because the JACIP now says $800,000, and he asked where was the public meeting where this amount was increased, and how come it jumped from $600,000 to $800,000.  He said that he has right as a citizen to participate in a public meeting when this gets increase, and he has a right to discuss it and make his feelings known.  He asked Mr. Borowski if he put this $800,000 request in to FDOT, and he asked why it wasn’t the $600,000 amount that was approved by the County Commission.
Chairman Zonka said that this item is about to go to a public meeting and this hearing is a preliminary step in that process, and once it goes to a public meeting, everyone will have an opportunity to provide public input, and he is quite sure that not every phase, of every discussion, is done at a public meeting.
Curt Lorenc said you are wrong.

Ken Rivard said that typically the executive director of an airport goes to the FAA or FDOT and requests a grant, and then he takes it back to the County Commission for acceptance, and there is no public input on the request to apply for a grant from the FAA or FDOT, and there is no requirement for that either.  He added that if someone wants to make an issue with the County Commissioners for changing the cost of the grant, that is perfectly legal, and he doesn’t understand why someone would protest getting a grant for $800,000 rather than $600,000, especially when the percentage split is 80/20.
Chairman Zonka said that at this point there is no commitment yet as we are entering into the public input process.

Ken Rivard said that as an example, the Sheriff’s Department is building a new hangar at the Merritt Island Airport, and their Executive Director worked with FDOT and got a $500,000 50/50 grant, and the Sheriff’s Department went to the County Commission and got $225,000 for that hangar, and the bid came back in for $640,000, and that is for one hangar.  He added that it took four and one-half years to demolish the old hangar and start building the new one, and he doesn’t remember any pubic hearing before the grant was presented to the County Commission for acceptance.

Andy Pedersen said that he did a little math, and the previous $600,000 grant at 50% would have cost the county $300,000, and now with the new 80/20 split in grant money, the county could apply for $800,000 and only have to pay $160,000, which means the county is getting more money for almost half of the previous commitment money.  He said that he wouldn’t worry so much about the grant money, but the commitment on behalf of the county.
Mike Whaley said that several comments were made about prices going up, and he knows that this is an advisory board, but even if the grant was for a million dollars, it is in the best interest of the county to go forward and do this as soon as possible.  He added that the hangars are needed, and there is a waiting list with more than 100 people on it, the need is there and we have a chance to do it with this grant money.

Chairman Zonka passed the gavel to Vice-Chairman Minton.

Milo Zonka motioned to recommend to the County Commission that they accept the joint participation agreement for $800,000, which includes $640,000 FDOT funds, and $160,000 of county match funds

Ken Rivard seconded the motion.
Del Yonts said that he would suggest that we add wording to that motion to specify that the base cost of the grant has increased by $200,000 since it was last approved, but that the matching portion has decreased from $300,000 to $160,000.

Milo Zonka asked Mr. Borowski if he would please include that statement in his briefings for this item.

Steve Borowski said yes he will.

The motion passed unanimously.

Del Yonts asked staff if there have been any new developments with regards to the N19EZ formal complaint.

Steve Borowski said that there has been no movement on it since it was discussed at the last VAAB meeting.

Ken Rivard said that he would like to make a motion that the VAAB meetings are held at Viera.  He added that half of the board members live in the north part of the county.

Robert Griffin seconded the motion.
Chairman Zonka asked if there were any public comments on this issue.

Linda Mason said that she disagrees with the motion, and she feels it should be held in an area within a certain distance from the airport so that the public can be heard, and moving them further away could cause a hardship on elderly people who come to the meeting.

Janice Walters said that the purpose of the Valkaria Airport Advisory Board meetings being held in the sunshine is so the public can participate, and it is not the convenience of the board members that is to be considered, it is the convenience of the people who are affected by the airport.  She added that the fact that a member’s County Commissioner appointed them from farther away is between that members and their commissioner.

Curt Lorenc said that the board can discuss anything you want, and it is fine for Mr. Rivard to put this on the table for discussion but the board cannot take action on it.  He added that he feels this issue has to actually be placed on the agenda, people have to have notice, and people have a right to come and speak to the issue, and he is sure there are a lot of people from the community that will not be happy with having to drive all the way to Viera.  He said he feels this is just an effort to minimize public participation, and he doesn’t think Mr. Rivard will have to worry about coming down to these meetings because he is Ron Pritchard’s appointee, and after another meeting or so he may not be appointed to the board.  He added that this issue was covered once before by the board and the decision was basically to keep it in the area of the airport so people can attend.

Chairman Zonka said that he is not in favor of this motion, but he would like to get the County Attorney’s opinion on the fact that just because this was not placed on the agenda, that doesn’t mean it is not an actionable item.

Terry Jones said that is correct.

Del Yonts said that the meeting is held here because Valkaria Airport is here, and the airport is affected by the community around it and the meeting needs to be in this location.  He added that if you are appointed to this board, it is to serve at the convenience of the community, and he doesn’t see any purpose in changing the location.

Chairman Zonka said that he feels that we don’t fully recognize the sacrifices the other board members make in traveling down here, but he doesn’t see that this is the right thing to do, and he won’t be able to support the motion currently on the floor.

Robert Griffin said that Valkaria Airport is a county airport, and there are facilities in Viera that are also county facilities that are always available to anyone living in Brevard County.

Del Yonts said that a majority of the airport users live in the south area of the county, and most of the board members live south of Viera.  He suggested that staff look into other facilities to hold the meetings if the regular meeting location is not available, places like school facilities.

Terry Jones said that it is actually the County Manager’s call as to where the meetings are held, and upon conclusion of this discussion, the board would only be providing a recommendation to the County Manager or her designee as to where to schedule these meetings.

Ken Rivard talked about making motion to hold the meetings at Viera is because he thought that might get others involved and interested in coming if it were closer to them, that Valkaria Airport is a county airport but for the past four or five years there are a few people that live down in Valkaria think it is their own personal airport, but it is not.  He added that he sits on this board to advise all five County Commissioners, and to let a few people control what this board does isn’t correct because we all are here to make decisions on what happens at the county level, not just in the area of Valkaria.

Chairman Zonka agrees that Valkaria Airport is a county asset but doesn’t see how that can be reconciled with the overwhelming demand that this is a local issue.

Steve Borowski said that if the location of the meetings is the County’s call, his opinion as an individual is that there should be at least one meeting of the four they have a year held at Viera, and he believes that you are not getting the interested people out of the TICO, Merritt Island, or Arthur Dunn Airport areas, and those other aviation people who may have assets that Valkaria Airport may like to have.  He added that those airports have bigger budgets than Valkaria has, but it would be nice to have an open line of communication with those folks from the north.

Chairman Zonka called for a vote on the motion on the floor, the vote failed with a 2:5 vote.  Chairman Zonka, Joseph McClure, Del Yonts, Russell Minton and Andy Pedersen voted nay.
Ken Rivard asked if the previous statement that this board doesn’t control where the meetings are held is correct.

Terry Jones said that the County Manager’s function is to provide the board with facilities to hold their meetings, and that is how all advisory boards are structured.

Andy Pedersen asked if there is a school at the corner of I-95 and Palm Bay Road which could be a desirable location to hold meetings.

Del Yonts said that Riviera Elementary School is very close to that interchange.

Ken Rivard left the meeting at approximately 9:04 p.m.

Terry Jones cautioned the board members that the new Jessica Lunsford Law has created a huge setback in school availability for public meetings, and if there are children present at the school then you get into the whole background checks that are now required, and is a huge mess for the School Board to deal with.

III. PUBLIC COMMENT
Chairman Zonka asked for any additional public comments.

Curt Lorenc said there was a Special VAAB meeting on June 22, 2006, and he made a comment to the Chairman that there was no public comment section on the agenda, and he was told by the Chairman that they didn’t need to have public comment on the agenda, and when he requested to make public comments he was denied.  He handed out copies of the Brevard County Policy that was approved by the Board of County Commissioners, and it states that there should be two types of public comments, one for each of the agenda issues, and one for general public comments.  He added that he would like to see all future agenda packages have a spot for public comments so the public has the right to comment on issues that are not on the agenda.  He said there was a special meeting, and that meeting was supposed to be limited to one topic but it wasn’t, and there were issues on a personal attack, and people did not have the opportunity to address that, it was a one-sided cowardly type issues that was brought forward, and he thinks if someone wants to raise an issue, there should be an opportunity for the public to speak about it too.

Janice Walters asked staff when the Valkaria Airport final budget will be presented to the County Commission.

Terry Jones said it will be on September 26, 2006, at 5:30 p.m.

Chairman Zonka asked if there were any further comments, and seeing none, the meeting was adjourned.

V.  ADJOURNMENT (Next Meeting:  December 5, 2006)
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:06 p.m.

