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VALKARIA AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, March 20, 2007, at 7:00 PM

Board members present:  Chairman Zonka, Thomas Redmond, Frank Gallagher, Russell Minton, Joseph McClure, Robert Griffin, Andy Pedersen Martha Wisnieswski and Charles Nash.
Staff members present:  Steve Borowski, Airport Manager, Morris Richardson, Assistant County Attorney and Pamela Barrett, Administrative Assistant.

I.  CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Zonka called the meeting to order at approximately 7:02 p.m.  There were nine members present and voting.
II.  REVIEW/APPROVE MEETING MINUTES FROM December 5, 2006.

Chairman Zonka asked for any comments or corrections to the December 5, 2006, minutes.  Andy Pedersen indicated that there were just a few typos.  Russell Minton motioned to approve the December 5, 2006, minutes, it was seconded by Thomas Redmond, and the motion passed unanimously.
III.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS
After the nomination of Milo Zonka for Chairman, Russell Minton motioned for approval of Milo Zonka, and Thomas Redmond seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously.  

After the nomination of Russell Minton for Vice Chairman, Frank Gallagher motioned for approval, and Robert Griffin seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously.

IV.  DISCUSSION ITEMS
Steve Borowski talked about how the mosquito control hangar’s roof has now been completed, how some areas have been sand-blasted and painting is currently in the process right now.  He also said there was a question about the dead trees located in the approach/departure zone, and he explained that he can have the trees removed but he needs to figure out what he can put there so that traffic can’t see in.  He added that he hasn’t been advised of what plant material he can put there, but he would take any suggestions if someone knows what would work well for that area. 
a.  Master Plan Update
Steve Borowski talked about the completion of working papers one through four, how the draft ALP set has been on the website for approximately two weeks now, and how those have also been given to FDOT and the FAA for their review and comments.  He said the financial volume is being produced now and is expected to be done by sometime next month, and then there will be a set of meetings to discuss that working paper.  He talked about having a final public involvement meeting, as outlined in the contract with FIT, which will be a wrap up type of meeting.
b.  Hanger Project update
Steve Borowski said the ALP has gone forward to FDOT, which shows the next set of hangars as well as the future hangars.  He indicated that Mr. Lorenc made some allegations against the master plan contract, and FDOT has told him that those allegations against the master plan do not warrant holding back any funds, so the Inspector General’s Office has advised FDOT to move forward with funding the joint participation agreement.

c.  Radio Flyers Shed Update
Morris Richardson indicated that he still needs to get in touch with the radio flyer people who have similar agreements with the county at several other county facilities.  He added that he is in the process of updating the old agreement to allow for a shed, and is waiting to talk to them further. 
d.  Tie-Down Shade Cover Update
Morris Richardson said he talked with Mr. Kashinski, the gentleman that made the request, and the hold up with this agreement is that the Risk Management Department is concerned about insurance for it.  He added that the permit for tie-down spaces is not a lease agreement, it’s a permit, and it provides for an insurance requirement of $500,000 for the aircraft, and there are a lot of indemnity provisions regarding any damage to the aircraft, but there is nothing in the permit that would insure against any damage caused by the shade cover.  He said that he could easily add language to the permit requiring indemnity if anything goes wrong with the shade over but the problem with that is that the Risk Management Department doesn’t think he is going to be able to procure any kind of general liability policy just for a shade cover since he doesn’t have a lease-hold interest.  He said the applicant is gong to talk to his broker to see if he can do anything to arrange for insurance that would cover the shade cover, and if he can provide insurance for it they are ready to enter into an agreement, but without it, Risk Management isn’t going to approve it.  He added that Risk Management is concerned that the cover could become a liability if it becomes windborne, and the applicant’s current liability policy on his aircraft wouldn’t cover that.
Morris Richardson said he was asked to update the members on the security and trespass issue, and he indicated that the Board of County Commissioners substantially followed this Board’s recommendation, and they approved trespass authority and warnings, if applicable, to the County Manager.

e.  Airfield Prescribed Burn
Steve Borowski indicated that approximately 70% of the prescribed burn occurred last week and they are going to try and finish that up either this week or next week.

Charles Nash said that there really isn’t a place on the agenda to bring up general questions.

Chairman Zonka said that the Board members can ask questions at any time.  He indicated that one issue that hasn’t come up is the Valkaria Airfest, and he thinks that most people had an opportunity to go to it, and one of the organizers is here, Mike Whaley, and he said the event was a job well done as he heard there were at least a couple of thousand people there.  He asked Mr. Whaley if he received any feedback from the community.
Mike Whaley indicated that every single person he talked to said they had a good time, even though the parking ended up being more than they expected.  He added that some people even had some suggestions for next year.
Steve Borowski indicated that the EAA had a meeting last week, and they will be debriefing the airfest event and talk about problems and suggestions so they event will be even better next year.
Chairman Zonka said that possibly some event information could be placed on the Valkaria Airport website if it is received in advance.

Charles Nash asked Mr. Borowski what the status was on the problems with the helicopter training, and the problem with a helicopter getting so low that a cow broke though some lady’s fence.
Steve Borowski said that there are a couple of things that people have been complaining about with the helicopters before the cow incident last Wednesday.  He said from his perspective, he has not seen any of the helicopters fly illegally or break any FAA flight regulations, and he asked Mr. Gallagher, who is an FAA rotor-wing examiner about the specific rules, and he indicated that helicopters can make any approach they want to the airport, and if they are coming in for a landing they are allowed to go at any altitude they want as they approach, which is different with fixed-wing aircraft.  He added that if the helicopters were doing anything like that, and he sees it, he can make a report to the FAA about it, but he has not seen that with Silver State Helicopters, which is the company that is using the airport early in the mornings, seven days a week, and they are in there early in the morning and late in the evening because that is when the air is calm, and he can’t stop them from doing that.  He said that he did talk to Mayor Yonts to come up with an idea to do something about the complaints, and he went over to the staff meeting at Silver State and talked to them about the complaints that he was receiving.  He said he took over some drawings of the airport and he explained what they can do at the airport, but he hasn’t seen anyone hover over anyone’s house, which is illegal.  He explained that when he went to Silver State he was accompanied by Mr. Gallahger, and Silver State said that they could bring the traffic pattern in as much as possible, to the point that they are not like a fixed-wing aircraft, and they indicated that they would be happy to do that, and they will also try to turn before Valkaria Airport Road.  He added that they also agreed that when they are using 1/4, they will do the same thing, which is turn on airport property, and since that time he has seen them make tight patterns, and they do their hover work on taxiway B when they are at the airport, and when they go somewhere else he can’t see them.  He explained that he was out there on a Saturday and he did see someone go out over Kevin’s house and beyond Valkaria Road, and he make an announcement that if any Silver State people are out there they need to comply with making tight patterns, and they indicated that they would make their patterns over mosquito control.  He explained that the bull incident came up last Tuesday when he received a call from one of the neighbors saying that the helicopter came over their house and scared a bull that she received the Friday before, and she indicated that she paid $900.00 for a 1,000 pound bull that jumped a six-foot fence and was out on their property.  He said that he received the phone call at lunch time and Leroy Rotgers was with him, who is a big game hunter, and the lady said that they are going to have to shoot the bull.  He said that Mr. Rotgers talked to the lady and they went right over there together and tried to identify the right helicopter, and she identified the two R-22’s that were flying in the area at the end of Valkaria Road and the end of 3/2, but they were using 1/4 at the time.  He explained that the lady got Mr. Rotgers a horse to use to try and get the bull back into her yard, and after about an hour or so they started having a problem with the horse.  He said that they came back out to the airport and got in a fixed-wing aircraft to see if they could see if they could spot the bull, and they could not, so they tried to go back out on the horse and couldn’t find him that way either..  He said that he then called Silver State Helicopters to tell them he got a report that they had spooked a bull in the area, and he asked them to come out and help get it back because they can’t find it in a fix-wing aircraft or on horseback, and they said that they could come out in about an hour to help locate the bull.  He explained that they sent one helicopter out, Mr. Rotgers got in the helicopter to help find the bull, they found it and tried to herd the bull back into the pen area but the bull apparently wasn’t afraid of the helicopter because they would get right above the bull and turn the helicopter so the rotor wash would blast it, and two times they got the bull back to the entrance of the pen, but he didn’t end up going in.  He added that Silver State sent a second helicopter out and the two helicopters could not scare the bull back to that area, and around 8:00 p.m. the two helicopters came back in.  He said that Mr. Yonts called him the next day and asked about the helicopters as he heard a report that it was Dr. McClure’s helicopter, but he told Mr. Yonts that he didn’t believe that it was his because he knew Dr. McClure was on the west coast and his helicopter hasn’t flown in two weeks.  He added that it is his understanding that they still haven’t gotten the bull back into its pen.  He said that in the next couple of days Mr. Rotgers told him that he was speaking to other pilots and he conveyed that, in his opinion, the bull was not spooked by the helicopters.  He added that the helicopters flying around on Tuesday night were the Silver States helicopters trying to get the bull back in its pen.
Andy Pedersen asked if the airport is aware of the helicopter school doing any other training in the immediate area of the airport, like emergency descents or something like that because there is a lot of flat land out there.
Steve Borowski said that he can’t see them all the time, and he explained that he got a couple of phone calls on the weekend, and two were from Cypress Creek, but they were not the R-22’s of Silver State on those instances.  He added that he has seen the Switzer’s that TICO flies during the week because they stop and get gas there sometimes.  He said that he got an email from Mr. Yonts asking him to talk to Silver State and ask them if they could not get out there at 6:00 a.m. in the morning on weekends, and he told him he would do that.  He added that they have been very cooperative with him and they have definitely tightened up their patters, not because they have to, they just do.

Andy Pedersen asked Mr. Gallahger if people do that kind of training adjacent to an airport, or is that generally fixed-wing training that is done away from the airport.

Frank Gallagher said that they could if it’s available, and he added that the pilots are pretty responsible guys.

Andy Pedersen asked if they have designated training areas.
Steve Borowski said that there is a training box out over the vacant streets for anybody that wants to use it.

Chairman Zonka said that he knows they are trying to focus their training in unpopulated areas, and he asked if Silver State is doing the same kind of thing or do they have that same kind of sensitivity.
Steve Borowski said that they know of that area but he doesn’t know if they are using it.

Chairman Zonka said that he knows it is convenient to come to Valkaria Airport out of the flight pattern from Melbourne Airport, because they probably can’t do those same patterns at Melbourne Airport because of the other traffic that is there.  He added that they probably come to Valkaria because it’s uncontrolled and they can spin around the pattern quickly.
Steve Borowski said that he did make a suggestion to them and asked if they could push some of their traffic down to Sebastian.

Chairman Zonka said that he sees some people here from the neighborhood and he asked if this has been an issue and have people been calling Silver State Helicopters.  He added that they can make the contact numbers more available to the public because direct contact to the users themselves is pretty beneficial.
Margaret Roucher (speaking out from the audience) indicated that they were doing some spraying around the airport, and she could smell it inside her home.

Charles Nash asked if there is an FAA complaint number people can call.

Steve Borowski said the FAA number is 1-800-FLY-SAFE, and it would be helpful to have the aircraft “N” number to report any incidents.

Morris Richardson indicated that all operations off of the airport and over the residential homes are controlled by the FAA, and there is really nothing Mr. Borowski can do about it, so a phone call to the FAA would be appropriate.  He added that if someone sees something illegal going on at the airport, then you can contact the airport manager and report it, and the procedure set forth in the ordinance would be followed.  He said that if activities are going on over residential houses, like scaring somebody’s cow, unfortunately that is something the county can’t do anything about, it is in the FAA’s hands at that point.
Tom Buterbaugh (speaking out from the audience) said he was sitting on his porch at 6:00 a.m. in the morning and was watching this helicopter flying in, his lights were on, and he asked how someone is going to get a tail number when you can’t even tell the color of the aircraft.
Steve Borowski asked Mr. Buterbaugh what is illegal about 6:00 a.m. in the morning.
Tom Buterbaugh said there is nothing illegal with 6 o’clock in the morning, but coming in over the tops of their houses is, and the only recourse they have is to call the airport manager or the county commissioner.

Chairman Zonka said that if something happens in the vicinity of the airport, Mr. Borowski should know about it, and he would also encourage him to call the operator and tell them what they are doing because there has to be some community friendliness here because every airport has this type of issue.
Steve Borowski indicated that the day the bull got loose there were two Jet Ranger helicopters doing some criminal chasing, and there were flying pretty low as well.

Chairman Zonka said that he knows this is a new issue with Silver State coming in and we’ll need to get some more information.
Andy Pedersen said that he can’t tell the different between an R-32 and a Schwitzer, and if that is going to become an important criteria in trying to trouble shoot this, is there anyway to get some pictures up on the Valkaria Airport webpage that shows the difference in the types of aircraft that utilize the airport.

Steve Borowski said yes, he can get something up on the webpage.

V.  PUBLIC COMMENT
Chairman Zonka opened the meeting up for public comments.
Del Yonts said the only thing he sees happening with everyone calling the FAA is that they are going to loose track of the number of phone calls, and he still believes that those reports can be filtered through the airport manager.  He added that he feels some of those calls need to come through the airport manager so he is aware of the things that are occurring in the area.

Steve Borowski said that he doesn’t have a problem with people calling him.

Del Yonts said that he would rather those types of calls go to the airport manager, and then Mr. Borowski can get back with him if there is something the town can do.

Janis Walters said that prior years experience indicate that most operators will correct an activity that is bothersome if they are made aware of the problem, and the only way they can be made aware of the problem is by unicom, and the only person who is on the ground that has the authority to use the unicom is at the airport, so people should call the airport.  She talked about the air fest being a successful event, which was very nice, however several members of the VAAB are also members of the sponsoring agency and as such, they should have known that the permitting of the event should have been discussed by the VAAB just as they similarly discussed the automotive event last summer.  She added that according to Mr. Whaley the event was a year in the planning, the Board had a year to bring it up, and if the Board is truly concerned about improved relations between the airport and the local community this kind of back door assumption of privilege does not really do it.  She said that if the Board can be that way, then Board really can’t wonder why there is still so much distrust in the community for what goes on at that airport.  She said that she has also noticed that for the fifth time in a row the tie-down permit and hanger lease issue is not on the agenda, maybe next time.
Bob Doucette said that according to the Today newspaper there were five people turned over to the FBI as terrorists for taking pictures at Valkaria Airport, however a month or so ago there were 4,000 people at Valkaria Airport, so what goes.  He asked if those five people’s names were removed from the terrorist list, they didn’t commit any terror, and there is nothing out there that is highly secretive.  He said that if Valkaria Airport is in the “red”, according to the information given to the County Commissioners, were did they get all the money to clear out the habitat areas.  He added that he believes the airport account should be audited.
Curt Lorenc said as he looks at the agenda tonight the board didn’t give the public a chance to speak on the Master Plan issue or on the hangar issue, and the public has the legal right to be heard, and he wants to know why the board is going to deny them the right to be heard on these issues, and why they just skip over them because obviously people from the community came out because they have an interest in certain issues.  He said that he had a question about when the master plan will be done, but he was denied the opportunity to speak on that issue.  He said as far as the helicopter issues is concerned, he thinks there are things that can be done, there is an ordinance in place that says helicopters have to avoid fixed-wing aircraft patterns to the maximum extent possible, and there are hours of operation for the airport, and he doesn’t see that the ordinance is being enforced.  He added that he doesn’t see any advice or a 1-800 number being given to these people for the FAA, and he thinks they should just call the Orlando number because you can talk directly to the investigators.  He said that he doesn’t know why the airport manager isn’t doing any more for the community.

Margaret Rauscher said that a helicopter flew over her house one morning right after she left for work, and then her husband Kevin called her and indicated that the helicopter flew directly over their house spraying the round-up that they were spraying on the runway.  She said that her grass died, there were trees that died, and all kinds of things dying on her property and that upsets her.  She said that there has to be a better way to spray round-up on the runway from the ground level and not from the air where the chemicals are going to affect the entire community.  She added that she has kids in her home, and she doesn’t want to breathe it, they just have to come up with a better way to do it than spraying it from the bottom of a helicopter.
Tom Buterbaugh asked where they were at with the master plan progress, who is dong what.
Chairman Zonka asked if there were any other public comments, and seeing none, he brought the discussion back to the board.

Steve Borowski talked about Mosquito Control spraying the runway approximately twice a year to kill the weeds, about the GPS plot they have that is accurate to within feet that shows where the trigger is pulled to let the spray go.

Chairman Zonka asked Ms. Rauscher how long she has lived in this area.

Margaret Rauscher said that she has lived there for two years.

Chairman Zonka said there should have been three other sprays, and he asked if they had this type of problem with the other sprays in the past.

Kevin Rauscher said that it was the first time they flew right over the house, and he asked why they can’t just spray the area from a truck.

Steve Borowski said that they really don’t want a truck on an active runway.

Charles Nash said that of course they can spray from a truck, or they can spray from the grass area.

Morris Richardson indicated that a written complaint can be submitted and they can pass it on to the director of Mosquito Control.

Steve Borowski asked the Rauscher’s if they would be home tomorrow, because he can come by with a camera and take pictures of the trees and grass that this had killed, and you can even submit a bill to the county for reimbursement, and then you can take a look at the GPS charts if you want.

Kevin Rauscher said the main thing is that is doesn’t happen again.

Andy Pedersen suggested that someone go back to Mosquito Control and try to figure out what went wrong because they should be accountable for what went wrong.

Steve Borowski said that they had a discussion with Mr. Rauscher there and everyone agreed that you should be able to smell it.   He added that the airport has approximately two feet of grass along side the runway that is dead, and then there is approximately 400 or 500 feet of green grass, so he is not sure what went wrong.
Chairman Zonka suggested putting this incident in writing, get some pictures, and then they can be passed on to the appropriate people.

Charles Nash said that he just received word that the bull was back at home.  He asked Mr. Gallagher if a helicopter can fly at any level or any where it wants.

Frank Gallagher said that they have to be 500 feet away from a sparsely settled area, and the area around the airport would be defined as sparsely settled.  He added that towns and cities are considered densely settled, and an aviation chart will show you those areas.
Charles Nash asked if that means 500 feet away from an occupied structure or vehicle.

Frank Gallagher said it says persons or property.

Charles Nash asked if that means improved property.

Frank Gallagher said it is not that specific.

Charles Nash said that it seems to him that 500 feet from his front lawn or house would be violating the rules.
Frank Gallagher said yes that would be true unless the pilot was coming in to land.

Charles Nash said that we have helicopters within 500 feet of people’s homes right now.

Frank Gallagher said that is a viable issue, and if someone has a complaint the disadvantage that Mr. Borowski has is if you don’t have an “n”number no one can do anything.  He added that he resolves these problems for people everywhere, and the public has a right and so does the pilot, and if the pilot is in violation you need to get the “n” number so they can find out who is doing this and correct the behavior.  He said that he and Mr. Borowski met with all the flight instructors, and they can agree with them, but if there is one student pilot that is gong to fly over his girl friend’s house or do something like that, it puts them at a disadvantage because they don’t have any control over the situation.  He added that if that pilot is not acting properly, then the situation should be taken care of, and he fully supports that.
Charles Nash said that Mr. Borowski should be telling the residents who are coming in to complain to him that they cannot fly within 500 feet of a person or a structure.

Frank Gallagher said that without an “n” number they can’t do anything.

Charles Nash said that what he is saying is that if one of their residents comes to the airport manager and tells him of the problem they are having with a helicopter, and his response is “they can do whatever they want”. . .

Chairman Zonka said that he doesn’t believe that is what they residents are being told.

Charles Nash said that he can get the particular resident he is talking about back on the phone, because Mr. Borowski told them that the pilots can fly right over the tree tops.  He added that the airport manager should be telling the residents what the helicopters can’t do, he should be giving out accurate information to the residents that live in the area that are encountering problems with the helicopters.

Frank Gallagher said that the problem is getting the “n” number, the date and time of the event occurring, and if you don’t get that information we all are powerless, and you can come to these meetings and complain all you want, but no one can help you.
Charles Nash said he understands that, but if he goes in to the airport manager and informs him that helicopters are scaring cows, and he replies that “they can do whatever they want”, he is not going to go out and get “n” numbers because his airport manager just told him they can do whatever they want.
Chairman Zonka said that he finds this interesting because that same day he was trying to hunt down Mr. Borowski to talk about the master plan, and for something that he is supposed to be so blasé about, I believe that he dedicated the better part of his day trying to resolve that particular issue.  He added that before we fire off about what the airport manager does and doesn’t say. . .
Charles Nash said that he will fire off when they just told him on the phone two minutes ago what they heard him say.  He added that this is a problem, and the people that live in this community need to be made aware of the regulations by our airport manger.

Steve Borowski indicated that he did give Bernadette Knudson the 1-800-FLY-SAFE phone number, and he also informed her that when she calls FAA they will ask for an “n” number.  He said that if he sees anyone coming down where they aren’t supposed to or doing something wrong he’ll call them in a second, he has nothing to loose, and the thing that he’ll gain is the respect of the neighbors.  He added that he will not call the FAA and make a false accusation against anyone.  He said that he also gave Ms. Knudson the name of the gentleman at Silver State Helicopters, and advised her to request a copy of their GPA coordinates because that will show her exactly where they went.
Charles Nash said that when the residents that live in the area have problems with helicopters they need to be given the information about the 500 foot rule.

Steve Borowski said that he agrees with that, and he also doesn’t mind people calling him with complaints because it might have more strength if the airport manager calls the report in.  He added that he has made calls to FIT and Flight Safety before telling them about doing touch and go’s or going in a pattern the wrong way.
Chairman Zonka asked Mr. Borowski to recap the estimated master plan timing of how things are going.
Steve Borowski said that the financial volume should be finished next month, and approximately seven days after it hits the streets then they will go to the final phase of the project which is the draft of all of the volumes but he doesn’t know how long all that will take.  He added that he believes that most of the revisions have been completed along the way.

Andy Pedersen asked if there is going to be one big final presentation.

Steve Borowski said there is one public presentation on the financial volume, and there will be one more public meeting on everything you have seen before so it won’t be in a draft format anymore.
Chairman Zonka asked for any final comments, and seeing none, he indicated that the helicopter issue needs to be followed up on, and the Board will review that at the next meeting to see what has been done.

Charles Nash asked if there was anything new on getting a deputy on the airport property.

Steve Borowski said that the last candidate ended up buying a condo, so it is still open and the desire for one to be there is still present.

Charles Nash said that the problem with getting someone out there is we are competing with the apartment complexes that will offer significantly reduced rental rates if an officer moves in, and some schools and parks actually provide a trailer for them to reside in.
Morris Richardson said that historically the county has done that within parks but there were some problems with it and they have moved them out, and now they look for people who want to bring in their own trailer which makes it a little bit more difficult to find a candidate.  He added that if Mr. Nash knows of anyone who might be interested please forward the information along.
Charles Nash said that someone could call the commander of the south precinct and maybe they could post something on the bulletin board.  He indicated that the phone number to the south precinct is 253-6658.
VI.  ADJOURNMENT (NEXT MEETING June 19, 2007)

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:00 p.m.

