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	Together in Partnership

 Steering Committee

Meeting Report

Monday, March 23, 2009 

8:45 a.m. – 10:05 a.m.

 Brevard County Government Center, Viera 

Bldg. C, Space Coast Room, 2nd Floor

	Vice Chair:
	Wayne Holmes

	Present:


	Christine Barker, Jim Carlson, Connie Dow, Paul Evans, Paula Ferrell, Dawn Hamilton, Cathy Lake, Richelle Holmes, Valerie Holmes, Father Joe McDowell, Phebe Powell, Paul Ring, Richard Rogers, Cass Scopino, Jack Sidoran, Maria Stahl, Sharon Tolson, Blaise Trettis, Michele Wiersma, Gloria Vines-Wilkinson, 

	Guest:
	Kim DelGuadio, Marilyn Fashano, Colette Heid, Sheryl Lyons, Marilza Novaes-Card, Bob Seemer, Kathy Short

	Staff Present:
	Brenda Becker, Chenita Joiner, Sandra Urban

	Summary

	Call to Order and Introductions:  W. Holmes called the meeting to order at 8:45 a.m. and asked for introductions. 

Approval of the February 23, 2009 meeting Report:  Minutes were approved as written.
Subcommittee Reports: 

Substance Abuse Prevention – Dow said that the Community Attitudes Survey is completed.  The group was looking for a minimum of 200 completed surveys. The group also did work on the local prevention plan on substance abuse prevention.
Early Academic Success – Tolson updated the group. She said that the subcommittee is looking at the goals in the 18 month plan. The group looked at additional data points and added Healthy Start data. She also said the group is looking to combine with the Family Management subcommittee.
Family Management – V. Holmes said the subcommittee is updating its objectives and action steps in the 18 month plan. Someone from the Salvation Army was at the meeting to talk about domestic violence.
Presentations:

Forever Fathers Presentation - Powell gave a presentation on the initiative for Brevard County’s child protection investigators called the “Family Finder Program” by Kevin Campbell. This program is an initiative to locate family relatives of children in foster care on the paternal side of the family, which often does not happen. Short commented that she had attended training and discussed that there is a lack of emotional/loving relationships which have lifelong consequences. She further discussed the problem of the physical development of the brain that this has on children. Sidoran asked why this was not a best practice. He also asked if those present could conduct an agency positive father audit of positive father images and report next month on the findings. He said that more positive father images would create a more welcoming environment for men.
Whole Child Connection Brevard - Ferrell gave an update to the group on the Whole Child Connection Brevard initiative. She said that Dr. DiPatri is the champion for the project and that a planning team has been meeting, including representatives from Housing and Human Services, DCF, HD, Early Learning, Children Services Council and CCA. Representatives are needed from CBC and DJJ.  She said the group evaluated survey questions, finalized the pilot survey, and selected a logo and land page. Seemer also gave an overview of the web-based system. He said it is a great compliment to the 2-1-1 system and a prevention based instrument tool. He said that everyone can utilize the system. There will be different providers – standard (not for profits) and paid (Dr., Lawyers, Dentists, Pediatricians, Behavior specialist, etc.)  The subscription fees from the paid providers will provide funding for the system that will pay for itself.  
New Business:
Juvenile Justice Week  - Urban said that the resolution proclaiming April 19-25th, 2009 as Juvenile Justice Week  will be read on April 14th at the Brevard County BOCC meeting.  Lake added that TIP has recognized DJJ week before. It recognizes youth and their success and the theme of “Part of the Community, Part of the Solution.”  Urban requested members attend and said she will send out reminders.
Eckerd Youth Alternative Letter of Support - Rogers from Eckerd Youth Alternatives requested a letter of support for the DCF Partnership Grant.  He provided and overview of what his agency does: the Hi-Five Brevard programs  for 3rd-5th graders.  

PREVENT! Of Brevard, Inc. Letter of Support – Dow also requested a letter of support for the DCF Partnership Grant.  He provided and overview of what her agency does:  life skills straining in the 7 & 8 grades. She stated her program and Eckerd’s compliment each other.
There was discussion on whether the agencies would be competing and it was stated that more than one grant would be given. It was asked if there could be a blended application with one letter of support and the answer was no. 

Old Business:

CBC update – Carlson updated the group about consolidating offices for CBC. He said that there would not be a consolidating but will remain north and central part of county. There was an overwhelming response from families and case management that both are needed.
Member Comments: 
· McDowell announced that Links of Hope would be having its annual benefit on March 27th at the Holiday Inn in Melbourne. A silent auction will start at 5:30 pm and the dinner will start at 6:30 pm.  He has tickets.
· Card said she has the new brochure of contacts for elected officials if anyone is interested.
· D. Hamilton announced that Brevard Workforce Development would be receiving stimulus funding and funding from the Dept. of Labor to focus on the economically disadvantaged to serve 18-24 and adults unemployed – dislocated workforce/training/education. However, she said the jobs may not open up for about 1 year. It is needs-based and the people will be paid to go to training/education.  This will help 18-24 children aging out of foster care.  BWDB will receive the funding June 1-August.  
· Richelle stated that the proclamation proclaiming April as Child Abuse Prevention month will be read on April 4th at the new mall in Palm Bay.  Also, the Child Abuse Prevention Task Force Banquet will be April 23. 

Next Meeting:  April 27th, 2009 
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned 10: 05 a.m.

	
	Action Taken

	Motion #1
	Approval of February 23, 2009 Meeting Report 
MADE BY:  Jack Sidoran      SECONDED: Blaise Trettis

PASSED BY:  Consensus 

	Motion #2
	Approval of membership of Marilza Novaes-Card of Space Coast League of Women Voters and Kimberly Del Guadio of Guardian Ad Litem.
MADE BY:  Sharon Tolson      SECONDED: Paula Ferrell
PASSED BY:  Consensus 

	Motion #3
	Approval of Juvenile Justice Resolution.
MADE BY:  Paula Ferrell      SECONDED: Gloria Vines-Wilkinson

PASSED BY:  Consensus 

	Motion #4
	Letter of Support for Eckerd Youth Alternative for prevention grant.
MADE BY:  Cathy Lake      SECONDED: Dawn Hamilton
PASSED BY:  Consensus 

	Motion #5
	Letter of Support for PREVENT! of Brevard for prevention grant.
MADE BY:  Cathy Lake      SECONDED: Dawn Hamilton

PASSED BY:  Consensus 
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