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	Together in Partnership

 Steering Committee

Meeting Report

Monday, January 26, 2009 

8:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

 Brevard County Government Center, Viera 

Bldg. C, Space Coast Room, 2nd Floor

	Chair:
	Sherrie Arflin

	Present:


	Sherrie Arflin, Jim Carlson, Jennifer Clarke, Connie Dow, Paula Ferrell, Wayne Holmes, Phil Kolodziej, Father Joe McDowell, Charles Parker, Paul Ring, Richard Rogers, Jack Sidoran, Maria Stahl, Sharon Tolson, Blaise Trettis, Gloria Vines-Wilkinson, Beth Courtney, Lise Alives, Christine Barker, Valerie Holmes, Phebe Powell, Michele Wiersma

	Guest:
	Colette Heid, Kim DelGuadio, Marilza Novaes-Card, Michelle Smith, Sheryl Lyons, Richelle Holmes, Sarah Hamilton, Anita Smith, Darren Vilens

	Staff Present:
	Sandra Urban, Ian Golden, Rosa Reich

	Summary

	Call to Order and Introductions:  Arflin called the meeting to order and asked for introductions. 

Old Business: 

Support letter for Children’s Home Society –Arflin explained that Children’s Home Society had requested a letter of support in between meetings and had been approved. The letter was handed out for the board to see what was sent.

Individual meetings with County commissioners – Arflin updated the board that the meetings would happen at a later date after the board had more movement with the local prevention plan first. 
Subcommittee Reports: 

Substance Abuse Prevention – Dow explained that the group is moving forward with the community attitudes survey on underage drinking. The group is working with Dr. Young and Dr. Moore of USF, both who have worked with many coalitions. The survey has been finalized and went live a week ago. Hope that in the next 4-6 weeks that there will be a minimum of 200 surveys completed. On Feb. 9th, Dr. Young will give an update at the SAP subcommittee meeting. The survey is being promoted through Clear Channel Radio stations. If anyone wants to put the link to the survey on their website, email bysapc@bellsouth.net.
Early Academic Success – Tolson said that the group has finished the bookmark/flyer and tried to distribute it at a couple of events but there was not good coverage. Group is looking at other places and if anyone wants to distribute them, contact Urban. Urban added that the group will be putting the flyers in with the Healthy Start new-mom bags. Ferrell said that on Oct. 10th was the Parenting into Today’s World conference and 200 parents attended. Another place suggested was the world’s greatest baby shower. Let Ferrell know if anyone wants to attend the Feb. 16th school board in-service. Ferrell said that the school is applying the Safe-Schools Healthy Schools grant for the 3rd year. She is hoping to have the grant ready by Feb. 20th and it is due March 4th. There are five areas: violence prevention, substance abuse, school age social-emotional learning, mental health and social-emotional under-5 age group. 
Family Management – V. Holmes said that this was the first meeting (Jan.) since Oct. of last year. Group had finalized brochure and distributed at events and Urban said it wasn’t very effective. V. Holmes said that on Jan. 27th there will be a child safety conference. The registration fee is $35 per person and has flyers if needed. 

New Business: 

Children’s Campaign Truth Tour – this campaign for Tallahassee is cosponsored by the Space Coast league of Women Voters and other organizations. The campaign is trying to promote awareness of children’s issues. It is a city hall meeting set-up; there will be experts in areas; and the audience can ask questions. The call to action for this campaign is to find the best ways to handle the crisis. Some members on the panel will be Dr. DiPatri, Dr. Heshmati, Dr. Barbara Murray, jennifer Floyd of Healthy Start, Catherine Cobb, Barbara Moore, Sheriff Parker and others. She has flyers available. 
Homeless Children Discussion – Reich explained that Jan. 29th would be the annual homeless count. She thanked Stahl for bringing nurses from the Health Dept. to help volunteer. If anyone wants to volunteer, please contact her. She said that there is a new face of homeless. It is younger people with families. DCF ruled that homelessness is not a reason to remove children from families. The county is trying to document unsheltered children and families. These numbers are used for planning and grant purposes. She said that for the homeless count, there will be three command centers: north, central and south. Anyone can show up the day of and will be trained on the spot and paired with someone who’s done it before. She also described the dress code for that day. Arflin asked about counting cold night shelters and Reich replied that it could not be separated in the count because of possible duplication. 

Parker introduced Smith and S. Hamilton and said that there was a separate committee formed out of the Continuum of Care Coalition to focus on homeless children, especially those in foster care. Smith said that she is the homeless student liaison to develop awareness of homelessness. In Nov., she said that there were 274 students who were homeless and that number has increased now to 321. She said the school board works on transportation if a parent wants the student to remain in the school of origin. Arflin asked that if the homeless student has sibling, does the school board work with the family. Smith replied that if the children are in pre-kindergarten (under 6 years of age) then they are eligible. Reich clarified that the school board and HUD use two different definitions of homelessness. Powell asked if most students are in shelters or on the streets and Smith said she did not know but could find out. 
S. Hamilton said that she is the new foster care counselor for the schools for students 13-18 years of age. She said she has collected some baseline data on the children and keep it updated. She explained that there are three goals of her position: 1) increase the number of youth with education plans recorded on file, 2) increase the number of students who are receiving targeted educated services, and 3) increase the number of students who are performing at grade level, increase number of youths who are completing GEDs by age 19 and increase number of youth entering into post-secondary data. Sidoran asked about transportation issues and Parker said that Crosswinds, the school board, CBC and Connected by 25 are trying to brainstorm ideas and looking for creative ways to handle transportation. S. Hamilton added that so far, 4 youths have received GEDs and 2 are on target to graduate. V. Holmes said that she is working with Sue Carver and will have a follow meeting with her, probably in Feb. Parker said that the Connected by 25 in Tampa has a school with 15 students and that they are looking at that model here in Brevard, probably with a connection to BCC. 
Member Comments: Tolson announced that on Feb. 23rd at the King Center there will be a legislative forum to talk about legislative issues. By Feb. 10th, she will probably know what might be involved. It will be from 7-9pm. 
Carlson announced that originally, CBC was serving 1500 youth and since working with DCF, that has decreased to 825 youth. He said that CBC is seeking approval from TIP concerning the three TIP mandated areas of service: Cocoa/Rockledge, Titusville and Palm bay/Melbourne. He said that CBC is looking to consolidate the Cocoa/Rockledge and Titusville areas into one due to budget cuts. 

Trettis asked why CBC is seeking approval from TIP and Carlson said that when CBC was formed, it took its mandates from TIP and that now CBC wants to be transparent in its decisions. Trettis said that he is neither in favor nor in the position to vote on this matter without further information. He also said that maybe the County has space available for use. 

Ring asked if any clients would be lost and if transportation would be an issue and Carlson said that there would be no loss clients and that CBC would be saving $200,00 annually with the cut. 

Powell said that a year ago, child protective investigations combined Titusville and its central locations.

Arflin asked if it was just office space and not a hardship for clients and Carlson said that is correct.

Urban suggested that this be tabled to the next month. 
Carlson said that another item is that another mandate from TIP was a welcome center. 4 years ago there was a need for a welcome center and that it is no longer needed. He said that there is no longer staff at welcome center and. He said that children under 12 are placed in homes but there is a real need for placement of children with specific needs from DJJ or with significant DJJ history. This welcome center does not function as foreseen and the welcome center is just an extra step and adds another move for the child. This will be effective July 1st. 
Arflin said that this will be elaborated with the previous issue at the next meeting. 
Stahl announced that the new Viera clinic is open and unchanged from the one in Rockledge. The dental services have been delayed and will continue to be in Rockledge for the next one to two months. 

Powell announced that there will be a banquet for the Child Abuse Prevention Task Force coming up and will be sending out forms for nominations.

Golden said that the resolution for Commissioner Voltz did not go forward. The chairperson of the BOCC (Commissioner Scarborough) thought it there would be problem for the precedent it would send and that he was concerned that there were lots of other people involved in TIP.

Sidoran talked about Forever Fathers and asked to put this discussion on the agenda.  
Public Announcements: None.
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned 10:00 a.m.

	
	Action Taken

	Motion #1
	Approval of November 10, 2008 Meeting Report as written
MADE BY:  Wayne Holmes      SECONDED: Blaise Trettis
PASSED BY:  Consensus 
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