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SOUTH AREA PARKS AND RECREATION

Palm Bay Regional Park Citizens Advisory Committee
REGULAR MEETING
March 25, 2010
A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Department, Palm Bay Regional Park Citizens Advisory Committee, was conducted on Thursday, March 25, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. at the Ted 
Whitlock Community Center, 370 Championship Circle NW, Palm Bay, Florida.   

MEMBERS PRESENT




MEMBERS ABSENT
Ted Whitlock, Chairman




Dudley Anderson
Keiron Jackman





 

Clifford Barber, Jr.

Keith Farquharson

Deborah Greenough

STAFF PRESENT
Greg Minor, South Area Park Operations Manager
Jerry Gust, Maintenance Superintendent

Rick Schuh, Park Supervisor, Palm Bay Regional Park

Mechelle Cook, Administrative Secretary
PUBLIC

Jason Jones
MEETING CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Whitlock called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. Mrs. Cook called the roll with 
five members present and one member absent.  Mr. Whitlock confirmed that quorum was present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Committee members were previously provided with an e-mail copy of the minutes from the January 28, 2010, meeting for review. Mr. Farquharson made a MOTION to approve the minutes, Ms. Greenough SECONDED, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  
STAFF REPORTS
Mr. Greg Minor introduced the staff members and stated that we have been without a Parks Director for some time now.   Mr. Minor stated that there are 107 applicants for the position and that interviews will begin shortly. Mr. Tipton, our County Manager, will be conducting the interviews.

Mr. Rick Schuh gave his monthly status reports for the last two months to the committee members and offered to answer any questions that they may have.  Mr. Farquharson stated he had a question about the picnic tables at the multi purpose area.  Mr. Schuh responded that they have been installed and they have also installed a few by the lake.  Mr. Schuh stated that they were installed this week and there has been one table that they kept moving around by the Cricket Pavilion and that they would have to fasten it down to keep it in the area.  Mr. Farquharson stated that he would encourage them to place more tables in the cricket area as they did not have adequate seating for the crowds and guests on the weekends. Mr. Whitlock said he would like to have that prioritized, Mr. Schuh said they had a two left to be assembled.

Mr. Whitlock inquired if the local schools were playing on our fields; Mr. Schuh responded that Coventry Christian High School was playing baseball and softball.  Mr. Schuh also responded that we have private schools and home schools utilizing the fields.   Mr. Whitlock inquired if there had been any more vandalism problems, Mr. Schuh responded that we have been very fortunate in that it has been very minimal at this time.  Mr. Gust stated that we had experienced a severe vandalism problem at Viera Regional Park this past weekend.  Mr. Farquharson inquired if we had pursued using volunteers in the Park for patrol purposes at night.

OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Minor stated that the original Palm Bay budget was $6,754,000 and prices started escalating in 2004 and we had ended up almost doubling the budget for the costs to construct all the components of the project.  Mr. Minor stated that all along we were asked if we would have any money left over and we had stated yes.  Mr. Farquharson inquired what was the electronic message board encumbered in the budget, Mr. Minor responded that it would be used to advertise Palm Bay Regional Park, it would highlight special events and activities going on in the Park, and be used for public service announcements.  Mr. Minor stated that these boards would be installed at Viera Regional Park, Palm Bay Regional Park, Wickham Park, and Rodes Park. There was discussion concerning the prices of the electronic message boards.  Mr. Gust inquired if anyone had heard from Mr. Anderson recently.  Mr. Farquharson stated that he had seen him in the past few weeks, that he is doing okay, but he is working evening shifts now and he is unable to attend the meeting for this time, but has requested time from his supervisor to attend the meetings and it was being considered at this time.

NEW BUSINESS

None.

PUBLIC INPUT

 Mr. Jason Jones of Action Youth Mentoring Group addressed the committee concerning a BMX Bike Park.  Mr. Jones’ group built a BMX Park in Palm Bay, working with the City of Palm Bay, and now is faced with looking for a new location for the site.  Mr. Jones’ group is sanctioned by Florida BMX, and several of the kids in the group have been ranked in the top 10 in the State of Florida.  Mr. Jones said the good thing about BMX racing is that it is an individual sport, each age group has its own class, and the kids competed against children of their own age.  Mr. Jones is requesting to build a new BMX bike Park location at Palm Bay Regional Park.  Mr. Jones states that he has his own backers for the project, and that the group will provide the labor and materials to create the project at Palm Bay Regional Park.  Mr. Jones states that his group has been able to make a positive impact in the lives of children participating in BMX, and the parents are involved in the organization.

Mrs. Greenough stated that she had a few questions, where the current site was located, and what was the area before they created the BMX Park, and clarification that they were asking to put a facility in the Palm Bay Regional Park.  Mrs. Greenough voiced her concerns about the removal of more trees or green space for projects in Palm Bay.  Mr. Jones stated that the premier track in Florida right now was located in West Palm Beach.  Mr. Greg Minor asked how many kids they were serving at this time.  Mr. Jones responded approximately 165.  Mr. Jones also indicated that they had a scholarship fund available for the less fortunate.  Mr. Jones stated he has already been in touch with the County, and Commissioner Anderson.   Mrs. Greenough inquired if he had worked on getting any sponsors and how they would proceed with a project like this in the Park. Mr. Minor stated that we would start with looking at the master conceptual plan, and that a BMX Park was originally on the plan but through the process was eliminated. Mr. Minor stated that the next step would be if the board decided to enter into an agreement with this organization they would then proceed with permitting and implementation of the project.  Discussion ensued about what was included on the master conceptual plan, and the 16 year wait for the project to be built, and that the various organizations could not wait any longer, gave up and went elsewhere.  Mr. Jones indicated that he had started in 2006 with the organization and that Indian River County had also expressed interest in the project.  Mr. Whitlock stated that Mr. Jones had done everything for himself for the project and that it was indeed a very nice site.  Mr. Jones verified that he was a 501(c) 3 organization.  Mr. Schuh inquired if any other amenities would be required such as restrooms.  Mr. Jones replied that one or two bathrooms would be fine.  Mr. Farquharson inquired if Mr. Jones had looked at any other locations.  Discussion ensued between the members concerning Mr. Jones's request.  Mr. Whitlock advised the members that the keyword was to remember that they were an advisory committee, and that Mr. Jones's request would be considered because he was a nonprofit. Mr. Whitlock then asked for a consensus of the board or a Motion, Mr. Clifford Barber made a MOTION to approve the request and proceed on behalf of Mr. Jones and action mentoring, Mrs. Greenough SECONDED, unanimously approved.  Mr. Whitlock advised Mr. Jones to get with Parks and Recreation concerning the next step in the process. Discussion ensued between the members concerning a site visit to the current location and the benefits of the program.

Mr. Minor then addressed the committee concerning entertaining a Motion to start the meetings at an earlier time, the members stated that it would not work for them.  Mr. Whitlock requested the members to mark their calendars for the next meeting date.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Farquharson made a MOTION to adjourn, Mr. Jackman SECONDED, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  Mr. Whitlock stated that the next meeting date would be held on June 24, 2010.  Mr. Whitlock adjourned the meeting of the Palm Bay Regional Park Citizens Advisory Committee at 8:13 p.m. 
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