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SOUTH AREA PARKS AND RECREATION

Wickham Park Advisory Committee
REGULAR MEETING
September 1, 2010
A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Department, Wickham Park Advisory Committee, was held on Wednesday, September 1, 2010, 6:30 p.m., at the site of Wickham Park Senior Center, 2785 Leisure Way, Melbourne, Florida, 32935.
MEMBERS PRESENT



MEMBERS ABSENT
Greg Jones





Phyllis Principe
Ed Newell






Ted Whitlock

Mike Nowlin

Pam Rogan

 STAFF PRESENT

Greg Minor, South Area Parks Operations Manager

Fred Poppe, Recreation Superintendent
Dottie Tuggle, Wickham Park Equestrian Center

Mechelle Cook, Administrative Secretary, South Area Operations

PUBLIC

Paul Massey
MEETING CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Ed Newell called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m.  Mrs. Cook called the roll, it was noted that a quorum was present. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Committee members were provided with a copy of the meeting minutes from the July 7, 2010, meeting.  Mr. Ted Whitlock made a MOTION to approve the minutes, Mr. Greg Jones SECONDED, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
STAFF REPORTS
Mr. Minor stated that the committee members may have noticed that the intersection work at the new entrance coming into the Wickham Park Senior Center has been completed for about six weeks now.  Mr. Minor stated that we are still in the midst of our budget preparations and that since our last report our budget situation has improved a little bit based on the commissioners deciding to do a rollback but we will be taking some serious cuts. Mr. Minor stated that Dave McGovern’s reports for July and August were provided to the committee members and that Wickham Park has been pretty busy with rentals and other traffic within the Park.
OLD BUSINESS
None.

NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Minor stated that by direction of the board of County Commissioners Parks and Recreation staff has been directed to prepare a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the equestrian center.   Mr. Minor stated that we have been through three drafts at this time. Mr. Minor stated that our intent is to try to present it to the Board of County Commissioners by October 12, 2010.  Mr. Whitlock inquired if the RFP was for managing the equestrian center.  Mr. Minor replied yes but we are at the rough draft stage.   Mr. Jones stated that he would have liked to have seen a copy of the RFP; Mr. Masson responded that the committee members will be provided with a copy of the RFP, but that they are presently in the information gathering stage to compile the RFP.  Mr. Masson stated that we have a lot of elements and concerns which to address.  Mr. Masson stated that he believed that Parks staff understood the concerns expressed by the community and that they will be incorporated into the RFP and that Parks staff will provide the best document that we can for the board to review.   Mr. Masson stated that the RFP document would go through the Wickham Park Advisory Committee, the South Area Advisory Board, and then on to the Board of County Commissioners.   Mr. Whitlock inquired if Ms. Lee had resigned from the committee; Mrs. Cook stated that yes she had resigned as it had become a conflict of interest for her to serve upon receiving a promotion at her organization. 

PUBLIC INPUT
Mr. Paul Massey introduced himself to the committee members as the President of the Wickham Park shuffleboard club.  Mr. Massey stated that his concerns were with the seating areas at the shuffleboard courts.   Mr. Massey stated that he is requesting to move the smoking area as they have no smokers within the group, and that they would like to utilize that area to rearrange the seating benches.   Mr. Massey stated that the benches should be at the end of the court.   Mr. Massey stated the group had received a $400 donation towards the windbreakers, and that he felt he could obtain more funding for donations to complete the installation of the windbreakers.  Mr. Massey stated that during a rain event they lost eight out of the 12 courts.  Mr. Whitlock inquired if the shuffleboard group was part of the recreation partner groups; Mr. Minor responded that they were part of the senior center.   Mr. Minor stated that he has had this conversation concerning the placement of the benches with Mr. Massey several times and that we cannot move the benches, due to ADA compliance or specifications.   Mr. Minor stated that the courts drained very well as designed and that after a rain event you take the squeegee and dry the courts and that the courts were built according to plans and specifications.   Mr. Jones inquired if moving the smoking area was a possibility; Mr. Poppe stated that the shuffleboard group had decided where the smoking area would be placed.  Mr. Massey stated that there is nothing mentioned in the American Disabilities Act in reference to shuffleboard courts and that he had checked.   

Mr. Masson the addressed the committee and stated that these were public use facilities and that is why ADA would come into play.  Mr. Masson stated that Mr. Minor will look into all these issues and will report back to the committee with his findings.  Mr. Whitlock made a MOTION for staff to review the information submitted by Mr. Massey, Mr. Nowlin SECONDED, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  Mr. Paul Massey requested that a copy of the minutes be sent to him when available.
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Newell stated that we had no other cards for speakers to address the committee, Mr. Whitlock inquired what the next meeting date would be and Mrs. Cook responded that the next meeting date would be November 3rd. Mr. Masson stated that there may be a request for a special joint meeting, possibly October 12th, to review the information for the RFP and if so, all members would be notified.  Mr. Nowlin made a MOTION to adjourn, Mr. Whitlock SECONDED, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 p.m.






PAGE  
Approved September 7, 2011


