
NORTH BREVARD COMMISSION ON PARKS & RECREATION

Minutes of the regular meeting of the North Brevard Commission on Parks & Recreation (NBCPR), an advisory board, held Thursday, May 12, 2011, in the Brevard Room of the Brevard County Government Complex-North.

	Members Present 

Ted Beck, Chair
Arnie Benson
Dr. Ron Bobay 

Rev. Vernor Clay 

Rev. Glenn Dames 
Barry Gainer 

Neta Harris, Vice Chair

Randy Rodriguez
Ron Swank

Members Absent 
	City of Titusville Elected Officials/Staff Present

Rita Pritchett, Council Member 
Grace Galiano, Redevelopment Planner
Brevard County Staff Present
Kathie England, Administrative Aide to Commissioner Fisher

Jack Masson, Parks and Recreation Director
Terry A. Lane, North Area Parks Operations Manager

Jeff Davis, Jr. & Richard Tucci, Recreation Superintendents
 John Dacus, Parks Maintenance Superintendent
Michelle Summers, Area Finance Manager

Teri Shell, Administrative Secretary


I. CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & ROLL CALL

Chair Beck called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m., Rev. Dames gave the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance.    
Mr. Beck introduced Mr. Arnold Benson as the newest board member.  Mr. Benson requested adjusting his name tag to Arnie Benson.  Mr. Lane presented Mr. Newman with a plaque for his six years of dedicated service to Brevard County.  

Rev. Clay arrived at 5:16 p.m.  Rev. Dames left at 5:57 p.m. and Randy Rodriguez left at 6:15 p.m.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion by Neta Harris, seconded by Barry Gainer, to approve the minutes of April 14, 2011.

AYE:  Beck, Benson, Bobay, Dames, Gainer, Harris,  Rodriguez, Swank
NAY:  None
Carried 8-0

III. PUBLIC COMMENT 
No cards for items not on agenda.
IV. REPORTS 

A. Miscellaneous Reports & Updates—FYI

Mr. Lane reviewed the Gibson Gym offer and response, no action is needed at this time as PAL has their board meeting this weekend and will inform us of their decision to accept or decline the counter offer.  Staff will keep the board up to date through emails and at the next meeting.
B. Chair’s Report on Meetings

Chair Beck stated several items were discussed at the meeting between Commissioner Fisher and the Chair including agenda items and the roadway at Chain of Lakes.  Mr. Lane spoke to Ms. Van Sickle today about the entrance road – Truman Scarborough Way – construction is anticipated to begin in June 2011.   
C. Advisory Board Members
Mr. Gainer stated Marina Park is doing well, skate park was getting a lot of use, the dog park was closed. Mr. Lane stated the dog park opened this week.  We had a change order on the skate park, the engineer and designer left off a piece of angle iron, staff is working on getting the missing piece.
Rev. Dames went on record to renew his desire to have a water park for children at Marina Park.

Ms. Harris inquired the price of a splash park?  Mr. Lane stated approximately $125 thousand, with a yearly maintenance cost of thirty thousand a year which could be reduced. 

D. City of Titusville
Ms. Pritchett commented Marina Park looks great and is looking forward to the ribbon cutting. 
E. North Area Parks Operations Staff

Invitations to the ribbon cutting at Marina Park Monday, May 23 at 6 pm were distributed.   The restroom inspection is scheduled to be completed within the week. The Cuyler pavilion with kitchen were open for the Easter Parade and have since been rented and utilized by the community. 

Red/White and Boom – fireworks by the City will be on Sunday, July 3 from Marina Park at dark.  The park will be closed from 8 pm on July 2 until 11 pm on July 3.  Thunder  Over the Indian River on US1 in Port St John will be July 2 at dark. 

V. REFERENDUM & OTHER PROJECTS
A. Construction Report –
No major changes and no questions on the report. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Bea Polk inquired about the cost of the new road going into Chain of Lakes, and where did the money come from?  Mr. Lane explained the entrance road, Truman Scarborough Way, including landscaping, signalization, the pedestrian crossing and all the changes that were mandated would cost 1.3 million dollars.  Ms. Polk was upset about the cost and the fact that people are losing their homes and we are spending money on this road.  Mr. Lane further explained Brevard County receives calls each week about safety concerns from the public as they are leaving Chain of Lakes and the need for a safe entrance and exit. 
Rev. Dames expressed a concern about nuisance alligators.  Mr. Lane stated we do call a trapper as needed to remove nuisance alligators. 
B. North Area Referendum Projects Report
There were no questions on the report.  
VI.
OLD BUSINESS
A. Radio Control Airplane Group “Moon Port Modelers” update
Meeting next week with Road and Bridge to discuss joint usage of 21 acres.   Staff will continue working on this with the Moon Port Modelers, Road and Bridge and report back to the board.  

VII. 
NEW BUSINESS.
A. Approval to name Pavilion number three at Fox Lake Park after Cheryl Page
Included in the packet was a letter from John Dean Moxley Jr., Circuit Court Judge, requesting naming pavilion number three after the late Cheryl Page, a 23 year dedicated Parks and Recreation employee.  Also included is the proposed agenda item for the Board of County Commissioners. 

Motion by  Neta Harris, seconded by Rev. Dames, to recommend naming pavilion number three at Fox Lake after Cheryl Page.

AYE:  Beck, Benson, Bobay, Clay, Dames, Gainer, Harris,  Rodriguez, Swank
NAY:  None
Carried 9-0

 This board requested a plaque with possibly her picture and some of her history to be displayed under the main pavilion  as well. 
Item C.  Pay for parking at Shuttle Launches 

      (Rec Partner fundraiser)
Commissioner Fisher requested the board discuss the idea of a nonprofit and/or rec partner be allowed to charge a set fee for parking at identified river front parks during shuttle launches.   This idea spurred a previous request from George Taylor of the Homeless Vets Association, to have fund raisers of charging for parking.  
Motion by  Ron Swank, seconded by Randy Rodriguez, to bring up item C prior to item B. 

AYE:  Beck, Benson, Bobay, Clay, Dames, Gainer, Harris,  Rodriguez, Swank
NAY:  None
Carried 9-0

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Bea Polk commented she had previously asked Mr. Taylor to see their books, he refused to show them.

Mr. Lane explained Mr. Taylor did not request it at this time his previous request spurred the idea to discuss it at this time.   
The Space Walk of Fame currently charges for parking at Veterans Memorial and Space View Parks (all in the same area).  Licensed vendors currently pay $50 plus tax to sell drinks/food in the park during launches.  (The City has a separate fee they charge vendors.)   This is a courtesy for the public so they don’t lose their viewing or parking spot.  Another option for nonprofit groups would be selling water etc as a fund raiser without paying the $50 vendor fee.
Grace Galiano and Rita Pritchett  pointed out some of the properties were obtained with grant funds, we must follow those guidelines/restrictions, some parks we may not be permitted to charge for parking.  Fees would have to be the same for residents and nonresidents.  We would have to send out a press release prior to implementing a parking fee.
The board agreed staff  could start to develop guidelines including how much could be charged, which parks would be included,  (Nicol, Sand Point, Statham, Manzo, Kennedy Boat Ramp, Port St John Boat Ramp,) recreation vehicle, boat trailer fees versus car fee, insurance coverage requirements, when would the fee be charged.  Guidelines will not be in place for the launch next week, perhaps the one in June.  Staff would bring these guidelines back to the board at the next meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Joan Wheeler commented Marina Park was funded by a state grant that prohibits commercial activity.  No-one is  allowed to make any money there. 

Motion by  Rev. Clay, seconded by Randy Rodriguez, advise staff to proceed forward on the Recreation Partner pay for parking implementation.
AYE:  Beck, Benson, Bobay, Clay, Dames, Gainer, Harris,  Rodriguez, Swank
NAY:  None
Carried 9-0

By this motion it is up to staff top come up with the rules and guidelines and the implementation of them.   
B. Causeway Referendum Project Plan
Members of the Causeway Referendum  Committee were invited to this meeting.   Laurille Thompson was invited to join the committee as the only member present.   Also present was Rodney Honeycutt of Honeycutt & Associates, Inc. the Architect/Engineer for the project.  Included in the packet was a conceptual plan of the causeway area, on the east side of Max Brewer Bridge from the Marine Patrol Fish and Wildlife east to the property line for the National Wildlife Refuge.  
Ms. Thompson stated the committee wanted to ensure something nice was created to tie in with the beautiful new bridge and to preserve the current activities taking place there.  Want to preserve the beach as a great shore bird habitat and a great recreation area. 

A discussion ensued regarding dark asphalt versus light colored concrete, roadway issues, causeway protection, ADA requirements for handicap spaces and access, a large gazebo and five picnic shelters, the sea loop trail, the windbreak, landscaping and vegetation preservation. 

Mr. Beck appointed Ms. Thompson and Mr. Swank to meet with Mr. Honeycutt to work out the details, and report back to this board.   Mr. Honeycutt’s original guideline was to devise a plan with the committee for site improvements for the causeway, five covered picnic table shelters, a big pavilion, shoreline stabilization, landscaping, lighting, bike path, parking all for $590 thousand.   
Some of the ideas discussed:

Contacting user groups to see what they desire.

Minimize the impervious areas.

Staff prefers concrete over asphalt.

Improve access to river for user groups.
Improve run off problems we experience.
Remove and replace invasive and exotics with natural vegetation.

Stabilize shore line.

Ensure ADA regulations are met. 

Address the wind break, size and or need.

Stay under budget.
Mr. Honeycutt will move forward with the oversight of Ms. Thompson and Mr. Swank. He will re-do some of the drawings and meet with them and review the plans. 
After they review, Mr. Lane will send out via email to members of this  board and  the Causeway Referendum Committee.  
Motion by  Neta Harris, seconded by Rev. Clay, this commission approve the conceptual presentation for the causeway improvement with a report from the committee with the changes that have been suggested that will be made and when those are made they will be sent by email to the commission to look at and individual comments of suggestions back to staff.
AYE:  Beck, Benson, Bobay, Clay, Gainer, Harris,  Swank
NAY:  None
Carried 7-0

C. Pay for parking at Shuttle Launches (Rec Partner fundraiser) 
Moved by motion to go before item B. 
D. Park Assignments
Included in packet was previous park assignments list, with new member we need to review assignments.  Mr. Benson will take over Mr. Newman’s park assignments.

Mr. Lane requested board consider sun setting Fay Lake Wilderness Park, Marina Park Referendum , Sand Point Park Referendum committees as those projects are complete.  The Causeway Improvements, Equestrian Trail, and the Mims Scottsmoor Community Center Committees would still be in existence. 

Motion by  Rev. Clay, seconded by Barr Gainer, to sunset the Fay Lake Wilderness Park, Marina Park, Sand Point Park, committees

AYE:  Beck, Benson, Bobay, Clay, Gainer, Harris,  Swank
NAY:  None
Carried 7-0

The meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Ted Beck, Chair
ts
Approved June 9, 2011—NBCPR Minutes of May 12, 2011 

Page 1 of 3

