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SOUTH AREA PARKS AND RECREATION

South Area Advisory Board

Regular Meeting

August 15, 2011

A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Department, South Area Advisory Board, was held on Monday, August 15, 2011, at 7:00 pm, at the site of the Rodes Park Community Center, 3410 Flanagan Avenue, West Melbourne, FL.
MEMBERS PRESENT



MEMBERS ABSENT
South Area Advisory Board
Jerry Jagrowski, Chairman



Richard Contreras

Ted Whitlock
John Kendrick
Mary Goelz
Jack Smink

Damian Wilson

J. Keith Farquharson 
STAFF PRESENT

Greg Minor, South Area Operations Manager

Gustavo Vergara, Recreation Superintendent

David Moore, Maintenance Superintendent

Jerry Gust, Maintenance Superintendent
Troy Cox, Athletics, South Area Operations
Helen Seaman, Administrative Secretary, South Area Operations

PUBLIC

See sign in sheet.
MEETING CALL TO ORDER
Meeting called to order by Mr. Jerry Jagrowski, Chairman, at 7:00 pm.  Mr. Jagrowski requested a roll call of the South Area Advisory Board.  Ms. Seaman called roll.  Seven members were present.  It was noted the Board had quorum.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

South Area Advisory Board members reviewed the minutes from the April 18, 2011, meeting.  Mr. Jagrowski asked for approval of the minutes.  Mr. Whitlock made a MOTION to accept the Minutes, Ms. Goelz SECONDED, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.
STAFF REPORTS

Mr. Minor discussed the Ribbon Cutting of the new Rodes Park Community Center on July 16, 2011.  Mr. Minor pointed out Palm Bay Regional Park, per acre, is larger than Rodes, which is comprised of 121 acres.  Rodes however, offers a Community Center, pavilions, playgrounds, restroom facilities, football fields, soccer fields, etc.  South Area Parks Operations (SAPO) is proud of this park.  The feeling is Rodes will surpass Viera usage wise within the next few years.
Mr. Minor updated the Board in reference to the Runaway Country Music Fest at Wickham Park.  Rob Varley, Director of Tourism, did an economic impact study on the music fest, which showed the economic impact on Brevard County as approximately $1.7 million.  The impact study takes into consideration revenue brought into the County via hotel rooms, motel, gas, food, local establishments, etc.  Gary McCann has already reserved dates in May of 2012, which is confirmed, and it is anticipated to have the Music Fest held at Wickham Park until 2015.  Mr. Minor stated he was in the process of revising the fees due to this becoming a three day event.  He reminded the Board that last years fee was $27,500 plus other associated costs.  

Mr. Minor then discussed the budget.  He informed the Board that Brevard County has held a few budget meetings to date, and the budget has been pretty much set in the South Area.  He informed the Board there are currently thirty (30) vacant funded positions in the South Area.  The budget had impacted Wickham Park whereby two full time positions, the Supervisor II and Community Center Coordinator, have been eliminated, and four (4) Park Ranger positions were cut from full time to three-quarter time positions.  Mr. Jagrowski asked if the individuals affected were relocated.  Mr. Minor confirmed, stating the Supervisor II was transferred to Viera Regional Park and the Community Center Coordinator transferred to the Central Area.  Mr. Minor said budget discussions would continue until the final workshop at the end of September.
Mr. Minor reported the eleven (11) week summer recreation program had just concluded.  Mr. Vergara said the camps were, once again, a success, especially taking into consideration the economic climate.  This years revenue was $508,000; however, all numbers were not in.  In comparison, last years revenue was $510,000.  This years attendance was 7,000 registrants compared to 7,600 last year.  Mr. Vergara, once again, reiterated this was very good in light of the economic recession.  Revenues were up due to collection of fees, such as field trip and pizza party fees, which in previous years were included as part of the registration fee.  Mr. Vergara reported only one major incident, where a child had to be hospitalized with a broken arm.  Mr. Vergara informed the Board the camp staff was monitored and reduced on days when overstaffed, which also assisted the bottom line.

Mr. Minor explained this year discounted rates were offered to families.  Applicants were screened by another organization.  The community center with the most discounted rates was at Ted Whitlock Community Center, and a few were at Viera and South Mainland Community Centers.  Another item implemented in the South Area was the Summer Lunch Program.  In previous years, this program was offered in the North and Central areas, but this year Ted Whitlock CC had the lunch program funded by the Department of Education.  Mr. Minor further explained, if there are any schools within a five mile perimeter classified as a Title 1 School where a summer recreation program was being held, those children would be entitled to free lunch.  This upcoming year, Viera, Wickham, Rodes and South Beaches will also be entitled to the program.  South Mainland (Micco) is the only community center that does not fall under this category due to not having any schools within a five (5) mile perimeter.  Mr. Minor would like to take a look at the surrounding schools from Indian River County to see if that could assist in making this center eligible for the program.  Mr. Jagrowski asked if it was a nutritious meal being served.  Mr. Minor said the food varieties consisted of milk, juice, fruit:  in general what is considered healthier and no “junk” types of food or soda.
Mr. Whitlock informed the Board his grandchildren were involved in the summer recreation program at Rodes Park this summer, and he felt it was a positive experience for his grandchildren.  He praised the staff for their professionalism, and he was pleased with the supervision of the children and the programs his grandchildren participated in.  Mr. Whitlock expressed nothing but praise for the program and staff.

Mr. Minor recognized the effort put forth by Mr. Gust’s facility and maintenance crews on their diligent effort in preparing the park for the grand opening.  Mr. Gust stated he was very proud to be a part of the South Area Parks Operations organization.  There are 121 acres to maintain and all his staff has stepped up to the plate as a unit to maintain the facility.  Due to no new staff being hired to maintain Rodes as a result of the budget cuts, staff has been reallocated in order to cover the operation.  Mr. Gust reported the Rodes staff also maintains the Palm Bay Aquatic Center, Palm Bay Senior Center, Erna Nixon and Police Foundation Parks.  
Mr. Moore reported the completion of the Little League Tournaments at Flutie and Viera Regional for all age groups.  He reported the building of Canova Park has still not moved forward and he has worked with the Environmental Protection Agency in reference to the moving of the mound of sand.
Mr. Jagrowski inquired about the Trailways Park.  Mr. Minor stated that progress meetings were on-going and the design was being tweeked with Brad Smith, the Design Engineer.   County Road and Bridge will be doing the work.  A meeting was held with Ken Winsted of Brevard Zoo and staff.  They will be maintaining the park.  Mr. Minor said a concession was made wherein the boardwalk will be built using plastic instead of pressure treated  lumber, which removes the maintenance burden off of SAPO.
Mr. Kendrick inquired about the status of the Equine Center.  Mr. Minor said they had done  the Request for Proposal and negotiated a deal with a company but it was determined it was outside their financial capabilities.  Mr. Masson is going to give the County Manger several options: (1) hire an actual equestrian person to market the stables and Wickham Park; (2) enter into an agreement with the Ag Center 4-H Group; or (3) go back to boarding, which SAPO does not support.

OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Minor addressed Mr. Wilson’s question from the last Board meeting, even though he was not in attendance tonight, referencing what other municipalities were doing in reference to summer camps such as fees, activities incorporated into their camps, such as lunch programs, etc.  Mr. Minor reported Brevard County School Board ran five (5) camps this past summer and served lunch on Fridays only.  The City of Indian Harbour Beach served lunch also only on Fridays.  Mr. Minor said for $60 a week, Brevard County still gives the biggest bang for the buck for Summer Recreation Programs for the children of Brevard.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Minor introduced Pat Sparkman and Anne Marie Lindell, who wished to discuss with the Board a request to walk leashed dogs (as well as picking up after them) at South Patrick Community Park in Satellite Beach.  Mr. Minor gave the Board background information on the park, such as the parks location across from Sea Park Elementary, a soccer complex and fields, restroom, pavilions, playground, and stormwater runoff pond in the north west corner operated by Utilities.  He described the entire area around the pond as fenced with a concrete pedway giving a defined separation from the pond and any athletic fields.  The request is to walk the dogs on a leash in that area.  A similar request was made for Mitchell Ellington Park in Merritt Island, and they have been given permission to walk leashed dogs.  Wickham Park provides a small dog park where dogs are allowed to roam without a leash in the defined fenced area.  Dogs are allowed to walk through Wickham Park on a leash provided owners pick up after them.  Mr. Jagrowski inquired if there were issues with people not picking up after their pets at South Patrick Community Park.  He also asked if Satellite Beach had their own parks to provide this service.  Mr. Minor explained there are numerous parks that are County maintained in different municipalities, so even though South Patrick Community Park is in the City of Satellite Beach, SAPO is responsible for that park.  Mr. Moore explained South Patrick Community Park is unique in that it is a community based park and individuals are currently walking their dogs in that particular area.  What the community is attempting to do is make it legal to do so.  Mr. Minor discussed Ordinance 78-116, Wildlife and Domestic Animals, that allows for this request within the County.  Mr. Jagrowski asked if the City of Satellite Beach has its own dog park, and Mr. Minor said yes.  (7:30 pm – Mr. Damian Wilson entered the SAAB Meeting).  Mr. Farquharson asked if Ms. Sparkman or Ms. Lindell had been confronted in the past about walking their dogs in that area.  Ms. Lindell said the community did not confront them about walking dogs in the park and for the most part, people picked up after their pets.  However, someone from Animal Enforcement approached them checking to see if the dogs had their tags.  He then advised her (this occurred approximately four (4) years ago) it was not permissible to walk dogs in that area and she had not been back since.  Mr. Farquharson inquired about jurisdiction and Mr. Minor replied Animal Control does have jurisdiction over Brevard County.  Mr. Minor said Animal Enforcements needs to educate their enforcement employees on what is and is not allowed.  When he had a discussion with them, they were unable to refer to the correct ordinance.  Mr. Whitlock made a MOTION the South Area Advisory Board recommend to the Board of County Commissioners approval to make South Patrick Community Park a County Dog Park for leashed dogs, Ms. Goelz SECONDED, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.

Mr. Minor introduced Mr. Schenatzky, a representative from the Viera Soccer Club.  Mr. Jagrowski expressed what Mr. Schenatzy was going to discuss has been brought to the Board previously and asked Mr. Schenatzy to please not repeat what was previously discussed.  Mr. Schenatzky talked about the growth of the Viera Soccer Club and their desire to be a Recreation Partner and utilizing the Viera Regional Park for his club soccer club.  Mr. Schenatzy expressed he felt there was availability of soccer fields at Viera Regional and it was inequitable that another sports league (Viera Suntree Lacrosse) had been approved to become a Rec Partner even though his club had been asking for the past several years.  He expressed his irritation with the Board.  Mr. Moore explained there cannot be two sanctioned organizations of the same sport at one park.  Mr. Farquharson asked who on staff was familiar with the area and schedule which is currently in force.  Mr. Cox said this had been discussed several times before and were in the previous minutes.  Mr. Cox said two sports cannot be in the same park and you cannot compare apples to apples when you are comparing apples to oranges.  Mr. Schenatzy is asking for a field; however, that space is currently being used by Space Coast United Soccer Club.  SCUSC has offered to work with Mr. Schenatzy, but Mr. Schenatzy was not receptive.  Mr. Minor said this has already been before the County Commissioners.  Further explanation and discussion ensued.  Mr. Kendrick stated he felt that previously there were two soccer organizations, and one of them was not willing to work with the other.  Now, the one soccer organization was willing to work out their differences with a lacrosse organization thereby coming to a compromise.  Mr. Kendrick felt Mr. Schenatzy has not been willing to be flexible.  Mr. Schenatzy, when he was unhappy with the decision made by the South Area Advisory Board, attempted to circumvent the South Area Advisory Board’s decision and went to the County Commissioners.  Mr. Kendrick read from an article published in the Floriday Today newspaper, “Commissioner Mary Bolin, whose district includes Viera, deferred to the Advisory Board on the soccer scheduling discrepancy.”  Mr. Kendrick quoted, “I almost felt like it was well, you didn’t get what I wanted from mama, so lets go see what we can get from papa and see if we can get something different.”  “We are maxed out at Viera Regional.  I think the process is fair.  I recommend you continue using Spyglass Hill Park in Suntree.”  Mr. Schenatzy claimed no one was willing to work with him.  Conversation ensued with the Board, Space Coast United Soccer Club, and Viera Soccer Club of past and present issues.  Mr. Heiselman then presented his club’s interpretation of how SCUSC tried to work with Viera Soccer Club.  Mr. Kendrick once again said this has already been rehashed.  Mr. Schenatzy, Mr. Neighbor, and Mr. Heiselman were asked to leave the meeting room so the Board could have a discussion amongst themselves.  Mr. Gust explained to the Board one of the main reasons youth sanctioning governing bodies have geographical jurisdictions in place is to prevent this type of situation from developing.  Mr. Schenatzy circumvented a lot of those sanctioned governing bodies and formed his own club.  There is an existing jurisdictional body, which he has joined which does not have geographical jurisdiction involved with it.  This is how he circumvented this whole process and is requesting this space.  You can go through our State, through our Country, and it will be difficult to find a park that will allow two of the same sports under two different sanctioned parties to participate in the same park.  Mr. Cox explained the previous history with Mr. Schenatzky.  Mr. Whitlock explained when Viera Soccer Club first approached the Board, the Board suggested he join the club already there, to merge and have one soccer club.  Mr. Schenatzky did not want to do that.  The Board explained to Mr. Schenatzky the park was maxed out and he should try to use other facilities available to him.  What Mr. Schenatzky attempted after that is unknown.  The Board then asked Mr. Schenatzky to share the fields at the times they were available, but he was unwilling to do that.  Mr. Whitlock reminded the Board, Mr. Schenatzky formed a club without first having a place to play.  Mr. Whitlock reiterated, no they do not want to hurt the kids, however, if you allowed Mr. Schenatzky to take the fields that are there, what will the other club already in place do with their kids?  Should SCUSC let half of their kids go in order to accommodate Mr. Schenatzky?  Mr. Whitlock stated the answer is obvious, there is a need for more soccer fields.  Mr. Smink stated even if Mr. Schenatzky turned over his kids in his soccer club, there would not be ample room for all the kids to play.  Mr. Cox said when Mr. Schenatzky was first offered to share the fields, at that time, there was an opportunity.  The area has grown tremendously since that time and there are other recreation partners using the facilities.  Now, the park is at maximum usage.  All other recreation partners have worked together.  Mr. Kendrick said a decision had already been made by the Board.  Mr. Minor said SAPO works for the Board of County Commissioners, and a decision has been made by the Board of County Commissioners.  Mr. Farquharson said if there was already a decision made by the Board of County Commissioners, the SAAB could only make a recommendation and this discussion should not continue since this Board could not do anything about the Board of County Commissioner’s decision.  Mr. Minor stated the Board of County Commissioners made a decision based on this Boards recommendation.  Ms. Goelz felt at this point, the best thing this Board could do is make a recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners to raise funding to expand Viera Regional Park in order to accommodate more people.  Ms. Goelz made a MOTION for the South Area Advisory Board to recommend to the Board of County Commissioners to release funding to expand Viera Regional Park, Mr. Farquharson SECONDED, MOTION PASSED SIX TO ONE.
Mr. Jagrowski moved to the next item in New Business.  Mr. Minor discussed sunsetting the Rodes Park Referendum Committee.  He explained, when a project is completed and the Committee has completed the task for which it was created, then it is typically sunsetted.  Mr. Wilson made a MOTION to sunset the Rodes Park Referendum Committee, Ms. Goelz SECONDED, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.

Mr. Minor discussed sunsetting the Palm Bay Region Park Citizens Advisory Committee (PBRCAC), which was originally established by the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) on February 8, 1994.  Mr. Minor said this Committee had not met in approximately one year.  The intent of the Committee was to establish goals and objectives to promote and enhance community involvement in the funding and development of Palm Bay Regional Park.  Appointed by BOCC, the SAAB can make the recommendation to sunset the PBRCAC.  Mr. Whitlock reiterated was not a referendum committee but a committee established by a resolution of BOCC.  The SAAB cannot sunset the Committee, but can make a recommendation.  As Chairman of that committee, Mr. Whitlock recommended sunsetting the PBRCAC.  Mr. Wilson made a MOTION to recommend to the Board of County Commissioners to sunset the Palm Bay Regional Citizens Advisory Committee, Ms. Goelz SECONDED, UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.

ADJOURNMENT
The next meeting of the SAAB is scheduled for October 17, 2011.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 pm.
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