ALTERATION OF MANGROVES
DEFINITIONS
Code Definition

Alteration of mangroves means the cutting, removing, defoliating, disturbing or otherwise
damaging or destroying of mangroves.

Comp Plan Definition
None

Zoning Definition
Alteration means any change in the arrangement of a building; any work affecting the structural
parts of a building; or any change in wiring, plumbing or heating and air conditioning systems.

SIRWMD Chapter 40C-400, F.A.C. Definition
None

FDEP 1996 Mangrove Trimming & Preservation Act
403.9325 Definitions. For the purposes of ss. 403.9321-403.9333, the term:

(1) "Alter" means anything other than trimming of mangroves.

USES

Use in County Code

Sec. 62-3668. Class Il waters, Outstanding Florida Waters, aquatic preserves, conditionally
approved Class 111 shellfishing waters and Class |11 waters.

(7) For projects or parcels with mangroves, alteration of mangroves is prohibited unless the
applicant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the office of natural resources management that
reasonable access and development described in subsection (5) of this section cannot occur
without the alteration of mangroves. If alteration is allowed by the natural resources management
division, no more than ten percent or six feet, whichever is less, of the mangroves may be altered
for reasonable access and development described in subsection (5) of this section. The remainder
of the shoreline protection buffer shall remain unaltered, except as provided in this division for
the removal of noxious species. This shall not preclude mitigation projects or the planting of
native vegetation.

Use in Comp Plan
None
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Use by State

SJIRWMD Chapter 40C-400
None

FDEP 1996 Mangrove Trimming & Preservation Act

403.9323 Legislative intent.

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that no trimming or alteration of mangroves may be
permitted on uninhabited islands which are publicly owned or on lands set aside for conservation
and preservation, or mitigation, except where necessary to protect the public health, safety, and
welfare, or to enhance public use of, or access to, conservation areas in accordance with
approved management plans.

403.9324 Mangrove protection rule; delegation of mangrove protection to local
governments.

(1) Sections 403.9321-403.9333 and any lawful regulations adopted by a local government that
receives a delegation of the department's authority to administer and enforce the regulation of
mangroves as provided by this section shall be the sole regulations in this state for the trimming
and alteration of mangroves on privately or publicly owned lands. All other state and local
regulation of mangrove is as provided in subsection (3).

(2) The department shall delegate its authority to regulate the trimming and alteration of
mangroves to any local government that makes a written request for delegation, if the local
government meets the requirements of this section. To receive delegation, a local government
must demonstrate that it has sufficient resources and procedures for the adequate administration
and enforcement of a delegated mangrove-regulatory program. When a county receives
delegation from the department, it may, through interlocal agreement, further delegate the
authority to administer and enforce regulation of mangrove trimming and alteration to
municipalities that meet the requirements of this section. In no event shall more than one permit
for the alteration or trimming of mangroves be required within the jurisdiction of any delegated
local government.
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