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Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency
Commercial Façade Improvement Program

The Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency sponsors a Commercial Façade Improvement Program to benefit property owners in the RDA area.  MIRA Executive Director, Greg Lugar, will provide advisory and administrative assistance.  Pre-application counseling may be obtained by calling Greg Lugar, Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency, at (321) 454-6610.

Applicant’s Name: 





 Phone: 
       

______ 
Applicant’s Mailing Address: 









Address of property being improved: 









Name of Business to occupy Property: 









Estimated Cost of Project: 
 
                Amount Requested 



(The grant funding shall be 50% of the project cost up to $15,000.)  
Please Attach The Following:

1) Copy of deed/proof of ownership w/Legal Description
2) Detailed/itemized description of planned improvements
3) Photographs of current condition (include three or more 3 X 5 color photographs)
4) Two estimates/quotes/bids for all costs associated with the project
· Estimates/quotes/bids must list individually all items of work to be performed with price for each item
· Owner “sweat equity” hours will not be credited as matching value.

5) Proof of insurance coverage for property being improved
6) W-9









_________   DATE: __________________
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT










____

PRINT NAME
Completed applications should be submitted (with required attachments) to:

Greg Lugar, Executive Director
Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency
2575 North Courtenay Parkway - Room 207
Merritt Island, Florida, 32953
Applications will not be processed until all information is submitted.  Incomplete applications will be returned for required elements.  Applications submitted to MIRA will be date-stamped as received, logged and reviewed for completeness.  Complete packages will be reviewed by the MIRA Beautification Committee, who will then make a recommendation to the MIRA Board.  After the review by the Beautification Committee, the applications will be returned to the MIRA Special Project’s Coordinator.  Packages meeting the minimum requirements will be placed on the RDA agenda for MIRA Board for final approval and funding.  Approved applicants will be scheduled for agreement execution.  A final notice to proceed with the project will be issued by MIRA.  It should be noted that an application can be submitted to the Beautification Committee for consideration of approval, if the work proposed on the application has commenced no more thirty (30) days before submittal.  If the work is completed before submitting the application, it will not be accepted.
If the application is not approved by the mira board of directors the applicant understands that the grant or portion of the grant may not be awarded.

Apply date stamp below (for office use – date received):

[image: image2.png]



Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency
Commercial Façade Improvement Program

Mission Statement:
The goal of the Commercial Façade Improvement Program is to aesthetically beautify the Merritt Island Redevelopment Area by assisting commercial property owners to fund physical redevelopment improvements to their existing properties that will have a positive visual impact on the community, reducing blight and thereby making citizens feel safer and motivating them to utilize businesses within the Redevelopment Area.

Funding:

1. All funding is subject to approval by the Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency Board, which will review applications on an as-needed basis.

2. The applicant must be the property owner, as evidenced by a deed, or a lessee with permission from the owner in the form of a certified document.  Property taxes must be paid in full prior to the application date.
3. Applicants are eligible to receive up to $15,000 per project per 5-year period on a one-to-one (public to private fund) matching basis. Thirty days after the beginning of the project an application can be brought before the Beautification Committee.  If the work is completed before presenting the application, the project will not be accepted.  The funds will be provided on a reimbursement basis once all work is complete.  One hundred percent backup documentation is required for reimbursement. 

4. If a property owner has applied for and has not been granted up to $15,000 in matching MIRA RDA funds, the property owner may reapply up to that amount at a later date.

5. All private funds must be invested and related work elements completed prior to the release of MIRA RDA funds.  The owner will be responsible for any and all debt incurred.

6. The owner agrees to maintain the stipulated improvements for a period of five (5) years.  The MIRA Board must first approve any changes proposed to the improvements.  In the event of legal action, the losing party will be responsible for all legal fees of the prevailing party.

7. No repayment is required and all debt is forgiven on a pro-rata monthly basis over a five-year period.

8. Transfer of ownership is allowed so long as the property buyer agrees to maintain or upgrade funded improvements for the remainder of the agreement term.

NOTE: Multi-Family/Single Family residential property will not be eligible for program participation.
Eligible Expenses:
NOTE: All improvements must be visible from the road.

1. Demolition required facilitating approved façade improvements.

2. Architectural lighting and security lighting as part of other project improvements.
3. Landscape improvements (irrigation must be available).
4. New exterior doors, windows and awnings.
5. Signage as part of more extensive project improvements.
6. Painting, new stucco and stucco bands.
7. Vinyl, soffitt and fascia, as part of more extensive project improvements.
8. Roofs must be of the pitched variety and visible from the front road.  Flat roofs are NOT eligible.  New roofs must be metal or dimensional architectural-type, shingle or tile, and must be part of more extensive project improvements.
9. Improvements that enhance access, such as handicapped ramps, sidewalks, railings, etc., as part of other project improvements.
10. Fences must be decorative or for security.

Ineligible Expenses:
1. Underground work, such as irrigation lines, pumps and wells, septic systems, water lines, pipes, and sewer connections.
2. Improvements not visible from the road.
3. Flat roofs.
4. Fill dirt.
5. Statues/fountains.
6. New construction.
7. Permitting

Application Process:
1. Send completed application packets to the Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency, 2575 North Courtenay Parkway, Room 207, Merritt Island, Florida, 32953.

2. The Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency Beautification Committee will first review applications and vote to recommend the application to the MIRA Board of Directors.

3. Final decisions will be made by the Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency Board of Directors.
AMENDMENTS TO ORIGINAL APPLICATION:

1. Work requests for additional grant funds must be accompanied by a completed Application Amendment form and approved before the work is completed.  This is a one time consideration.
2. Funding criteria applies.  Funding for the amendment will be calculated in conjunction with the initial approved grant amount and the combined total will not exceed $15,000. 

3. The Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency Beautification Committee will first review applications and vote to recommend the application to the MIRA Board of Directors.

4. Final decisions will be made by the Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency Board of Directors.

Criteria:

1. The project must be in the Redevelopment Area designated as: Fortenberry Road to the South; the Banana River to the East; the Indian River to the West; and Lucas Road to the North.  “Project” means improvements to an existing commercial structure.  The improvement of any one structure, including any accessory structures, shall constitute one project, even if the structure occupies more than one parcel of property. 

2. The Application package must be complete.  The review for completeness will include an analysis of the cost reasonableness of the request based on accepted industry standards.

3. Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, the application must contain project estimates from licensed contractors only.  No work shall be performed by an unlicensed contractor.  Projects will be considered for work performed by the applicant on a case-by-case basis as long as detailed specifications are provided.

4. Landscape projects will be considered as part of eligible costs if it can be demonstrated that irrigation will be provided.

Objectives for approval:
Minimum Requirement

It is the primary objective of the Commercial Façade Improvement Program to eliminate existing blighted conditions and improve the visual impact of the redevelopment area.
Policy 1:  Removal of Blight


Proposed Commercial Façade Improvement Program projects should demonstrate the existence of the visual improvement to the property as a result of the rehabilitation work.  

Policy 2:  Community Impact


Proposed Commercial Façade Improvement projects should demonstrate an overall façade improvement encouraging a safe convenient environment thus promoting public interest in the redevelopment community.
Objective 1:  Historical Preservation

Priority will be given to projects which can demonstrate the preservation or restoration of historical or heritage elements of the property. 

Objective 2:  To Provide Safety, Security, and Convenience 


It is an objective of the Commercial Façade Improvement Program to encourage a safe and convenient business environment for customers and employees.  Applicants should specify those elements, which address this objective if applicable.

Objective 3:  Financial Leveraging


It is an objective of the MIRA Board that the Commercial Façade Improvement Program is cost effective.  Applicants should reflect their percentage of contribution toward the total project cost, also, if more than one property or owner is involved the applicant should detail the extent of this (partnership) and it’s overall impact.  

Objective 4:  Environmental Conservation



It is an objective of the Commercial Façade Improvement Program that appropriate environmental conservation measures be practiced whenever applicable.  The applicants should describe the types of landscape materials and irrigation methods or any other methods, which accomplish this objective.   

Commercial Façade Improvement Program

Documents Needed: 

( Application
( Copy of Deed/Proof of ownership w/legal description 


( Lessee: Copy of lease


( Lessee: Letter from owner approving the Commercial Façade  

( Detailed/itemized Description of planned improvements

( Photos of current condition

( Two cost estimates (Bids) for all cost associated w/project

( Proof of insurance

( Agreement (fully executed) - * to be completed after the Beautification Committee and the MIRA Board approve the commercial façade.

( Amendment**  (fully executed – if applicable)
( W-9 (for Finance)

( Paid Invoices - * to be sent in after the commercial façade improvements have been completed and all invoices have been paid.
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