	Meeting Date

	October 15, 2009








AGENDA REPORT

BREVARD COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION




	AGENDA

	Section
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	SUBJECT:
	OATHS OF OFFICE…ETHICS

	PETITIONER:
	Dale Young 

	Requested  Action:

	Oath to include the laws and charter of  County of Brevard



	Summary  Explanation  &  Background:

	Elected officials in Brevard County are sworn in with this oath contained in the Florida Constitution Art. II, Sec 5(b).

Section  4.1 (a) “I do solemnly swear that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and Government of the United States and of the state of Florida: that I am duly qualified to hold office under the Constitution of the state; and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of             (…office) on which I am now about to enter, So help me God.”

No where does this say the Constitutional Charter of Brevard County, or its laws. I propose the following additional requirement for elected officials in Brevard County to the mandatory constitutional oath, inserted at the beginning, or if statutorily permitted , at the end of “the State of Florida”….deleting “an of” immediately preceding.

“I do solemnly swear that I will support, protect, and defend the laws and Charter of Brevard County, the Constitution……”

If it is the legal opinion that the Constitutional oath can not be altered, I would propose this be a separate and distinct required oath for county elected officials.

A preamble to this added requirement might be the following:

“A public office is a public trust.  The people have the right to secure and sustain that right against abuse.”   (Art. II, Section 8, Fl. Constitution)



	

	Contacts:

Dale Young            321-223-5924             dalecharter@yahoo,.com

	Exhibits Attached:

	Board of County Commissioners Oath

	Reviewed by Administrative Secretary/Chairman
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