Space Coast Advocates Network
Topic Area:
DISABILITIES
Briefly state the issue:




        
Family and Supported Living Waiver
According to the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD), as of June 2006, there were 11,781 individuals on the Statewide APD waiting list for waiver services.  In October 2005, there were 12,684. This was down from the approximately 15,000 in July 2005.  The drop occurred after the ADP reviewed the waiting list and removed ineligibles.  
As of June 2006, District 7 reported 1,407 individuals on the waiting list for services.  The District 7 wait list increased from 1,336 in October 2005 to 1,407 in June 2006.  The current estimate for individuals on the waiting list in Brevard County is approximately 400.
The Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) waiver cost plans average about $32,000 per individual.  The Family and Supported Living (FSL) waiver is approximately $15,000 per individual.  The cost to eliminate the current waiting list would be $6,229,008 in Brevard County and $214,806,600 Statewide.  

Identify any existing statute that would be affected:                         (www.myflorida.com)
Chapter 393 F.S.
Indicate changes to existing legislation or provide a proposal if the issue calls for new legislation:                                                                                         

According to APD, about 6,700 individuals came off the waiting list last state fiscal year.  Through a review of the numbers it appears that an additional 5,000 individuals were place onto the list. 
To ensure compliance with Legislative intent for fiscal year 2006-07, the Legislature should immediately:

1. Significantly increase funding to increase the number of individuals placed on the Family and Supported Living Waiver.

2. Increase rates paid for supported employment to allow employers to hire individuals with disabilities.
Supporting state & local statistical information:  
         (Service delivery numbers, 

                                                                                           0utcomes, Cost/benefit analysis, etc.)

See above information stating the issue

Known costs associated with issue:

$6,229,008 in Brevard County
$214,806,600 Statewide
Recalculation pending new rate

Do you know of any Legislators who have committed to supporting this issue? If so, please name the Legislator(s).                                                         (www.myflorida.com)
Representative Susan Goldstein, Senator Bill Posey

Please list the known groups, coalitions, associations, lobbyists, etc. that SUPPORT or OPPOSE this issue in the state of Florida?

Unknown

What committees would this bill likely be referred to?                     (www.myflorida.com)
Children and Families appropriations.  These are all budget issues.

NOTE:  This should be the key individual that will be contacted by Legislator(s) regarding issue.
Name:  Thomas Hargrave




Title:  Employment Development      

Agency/Program:  Brevard Achievement Center

         Coordinator
Phone/Fax #:  (321) 631-8207

Address:   1845 Cogswell Street, Rockledge, Florida 32955









