Space Coast Advocates Network


Topic Area:  Elder
Briefly state the issue:



       
Senior Services Council
There have been several attempts to establish a Senior Services Council in legislation to allow for a special taxing for services for senior services. The most recent attempt was by Broward County. The bill died in the Finance and Tax Committee on Saturday, May 6, 2006.  

Identify any existing statute that would be affected OR Budget request:                         (www.myflorida.com)
SB 1314 and SB 2810, HB 343 and HB 971
Indicate changes to existing legislation or provide a proposal if the issue calls for new legislation:                                                                                         

The proposal is already set forth in the above proposed Bills.

Supporting state & local statistical information:  
         (Service delivery numbers, 

                                                                                           0utcomes, Cost/benefit analysis, etc.)

Brevard County has a growing number of senior citizens. It is estimated that 539,000 people currently live in Brevard County, of which 40% are over the age of 55. Brevard County is the oldest county in Florida (senior population) and 24th oldest in the United States. Brevard County is the 120th largest in senior population of the nation’s 3141 counties. Obviously as the numbers increase, so will the need for services/adequate funding streams.

Known costs associated with issue:

Upon being passed, this would enable legislation, authorizing local counties by local ordinance to create Senior Services Councils.  There is no fiscal impact on the state budget.
Do you know of any Legislators who have committed to supporting this issue? If so, please name the Legislator(s).                                                         (www.myflorida.com)
Senator Rich (Sponsor) and Senator Lynn (Co-Sponsor), Representative Sobel (Sponsor), Representatives Bucher, Porth, Roberson, and Sands (Co-Sponsors)
Please list the known groups, coalitions, associations, lobbyists, etc. that SUPPORT or OPPOSE this issue in the state of Florida?

Finance Committee Chairman Rep. Fred Brummer, R- Apopka, Rep. Ellyn Bogdanoff, R- Fort Lauderdale, and Fiscal Council Chairman Joe Negron, R-Stuart


What committees would this bill likely be referred to?                     (www.myflorida.com)
Senate: Finance and Tax, Elder and Long-Term Care, Local Government Council, Health and Families Council, Government Efficiency Appropriations, Children and Families, and Community Affairs
House: Finance and Tax, Elder and Long-Term Care, Local Government Council, Health and Families Council, Government Efficiency Appropriations, Children and Families, and Community Affairs
NOTE:  This should be the key individual that will be contacted by Legislator(s) regarding issue.
Name: 
Sherrie Arflin


Title: Director of Grant Administration
Agency/Program: United Way of Brevard and Children's Services Council of Brevard
Phone/Fax #: (321) 631-2740, (321) 504-3102
Address: 937 Dixon Blvd., Cocoa, FL 32922
E-Mail: sarflin@uwbrevard.org









