Space Coast Advocates Network


Topic Area: Early Childhood Education and Care 

Briefly state the issue:



       
Improve self-sufficiency for low-income working families  Brevard County has not seen an increase in School Readiness funding for subsidized childcare in several years.   Without access to quality child care, many parents are not able to work leading many to rely on public assistance.  School age children are often left home alone after school while parents work.   

Identify any existing statute that would be affected OR Budget request:                         (www.myflorida.com)
Community Budget Issues Request System (CBIRS) request in the amount of $6,950,000.00.  
Indicate changes to existing legislation or provide a proposal if the issue calls for new legislation:                                                                                         

None

Supporting state & local statistical information:  
         (Service delivery numbers, 

                                                                                           0utcomes, Cost/benefit analysis, etc.)

Brevard County is an ever-growing community with increasing numbers of children under the age of 18.  During Fiscal Year 2005-06, Brevard served an average of 4,700 children monthly in School Readiness programs.  However, with the number of children requiring services on the rise and no corresponding increase in funds, the Coalition was forced to reduce services to school age children and freeze enrollment to all children of low-income working families.   However, under Chapter 411, F.S. children up to age 12 currently eligible under Transitional Aid for Needy Families (TANF) and Protective Service children eligible under the Rilya Wilson Act receive priority placement regardless of funding.  These mandatory placements continue to strain the funding limits.
Researchers have conducted benefit-cost analyses, using accepted methodologies, for programs identified as having favorable effects. For those programs with benefits that could readily be expressed in dollar terms and those that served more disadvantaged children and families, the estimates of benefits per child served, net of program costs, range from about $1,400 per child to nearly $240,000 per child. Viewed another way, the returns to society for each dollar invested extend from $1.80 to $17.07. Some of the largest estimates of net benefits were found for programs with the longest follow-up, because those studies measured the impact for outcomes that most readily translate into dollar benefits (e.g., crime reduction, lower incidence of teenage pregnancy, increases in high school graduation rates, and employment benefits).

Known costs associated with issue:

The below information documents the dollars required to fully fund children (infants – 12 years old) whose families fall below 150% - 200% of the Federal Poverty Level in Brevard County.  Outlined below is the number of children within each age group not currently funded or who are under-funded due to the growing population and no corresponding budget increase for school readiness services:

1,000 School Age children (ages 5 – 12 years old) are unfunded:
$3,100,000

800 School Age children (ages 5-12 years old are under-funded: 
$1,600,000*

500 Children under age 5 are unfunded:




$2,250,000

Total funds in addition to the current School Readiness allocation required to adequately serve Brevard County children as outlined above:  $6,950,000 annually.
*Under-funded = children receiving funding for child care services while school is not in session (i.e. “reduced services”).  These children are not funded for before and after school care.

Do you know of any Legislators who have committed to supporting this issue? If so, please name the Legislator(s).                                                         (www.myflorida.com)
Representative Mitch Needleman (support in the past)
Please list the known groups, coalitions, associations, lobbyists, etc. that SUPPORT or OPPOSE this issue in the state of Florida?

Children’s Services Council, Child Care Association of Brevard County, Brevard County Schools, CBC, Devereaux, Healthy Start, Early Childcare Assoc. of Brevard, League of Women Voters.
What committees would this bill likely be referred to?                     (www.myflorida.com)
Senate: Children and Families
House: Children and Families
NOTE:  This should be the key individual that will be contacted by Legislator(s) regarding issue.
Name: 
Melissa Murphy

Title: Executive Director
Agency/Program: Early Learning Coalition of Brevard
Phone/Fax #: (321) 637-7241, (321) 637-7244
Address: PO Box 560692, Rockledge, FL 32956
E-Mail: mmurphy@elcbrevard.org









