Space Coast Advocates Network


Topic Area:  Mental Health & Substance Abuse
Briefly state the issue:



       
Crisis Mental Health and Substance Abuse Beds Brevard is very much in need of additional Adult Baker Act beds and Adult Substance Abuse/Detoxification beds. For the past year, an average of 15 adults have waited up to 2 days+ in general hospital emergency departments for a Baker Act Crisis Bed and Adult Marchman Act patients have waited two to three weeks for voluntary detoxification.
Identify any existing statute that would be affected OR Budget request:                         (www.myflorida.com)
Circles of Care has buildings and space available to add 16 Adult Crisis/Short Term Residential Beds and 12 Adult Detoxification Beds. The funds needed would be for direct services staff and would need to be recurring funds. Baker Act Beds: $1.8 million and Marchman Act Beds: $1 million

Indicate changes to existing legislation or provide a proposal if the issue calls for new legislation:                                                                                         

Request the Legislature to add money to the state budget to meet this local and state wide need for additional crisis beds.
Supporting state & local statistical information:  
         (Service delivery numbers, 

                                                                                           0utcomes, Cost/benefit analysis, etc.)

Brevard County now has 28 public funded Baker Act beds. These are the same number of beds as in 1980 and the population of Brevard county has increased 2 ½ times. The Adult Detox beds were increased to 20 in 1999, but with the demand and population increase, the waiting list is constant and growing.  With waiting list a constant, persons are stacking up in hospital emergency rooms, waiting days for admission. This cost the local hospitals a great deal in special rooms that require sitters, security and additional medical expense. Law enforcement and transportation companies also experience additional cost due to these delays and waiting times.  Many persons also end up in the county jail as a last resort in order for the person to not harm themselves or others.  The lack of needed crisis beds is a statewide problem but some districts suffer a greater deficiency due to lack of equity in state funding allocation. District VII (Orange, Osceola, Seminole and Brevard) is one of these districts that are below equity.
Known costs associated with issue:

2.8 million dollars
Do you know of any Legislators who have committed to supporting this issue? If so, please name the Legislator(s).                                                         (www.myflorida.com)
The Brevard legislative delegation has supported an increase in Adult Crisis Beds for the past three years as has our County Commission

Please list the known groups, coalitions, associations, lobbyists, etc. that SUPPORT or OPPOSE this issue in the state of Florida?

Florida Council for Community Mental Health, Florida Alliance for the Mentally Ill and local NAMI groups, Florida Hospital Association, and Mental Health Association of Florida

What committees would this bill likely be referred to?                     (www.myflorida.com)
Senate: Health Care and Appropriations
House: Health Care and Appropriations
NOTE:  This should be the key individual that will be contacted by Legislator(s) regarding issue.
Name: 
James B. Whitaker

Title: President/CEO
Agency/Program: Circles of Care, Inc.
Phone/Fax #: (321) 9844900, (321) 722-5230
Address: 400 E. Sheridan Road, Melbourne, Fl 32901
E-Mail: jwhitaker@circlesofcare.org









