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DISTRICT 1 REPORT CARD
ATV (All Terrain Vehicles):  In October, in an effort to curb the operation of ATV vehicles on non registered private property and public right-of-ways, the Board of County Commissioners addressed the problems associated with this recreational activity.  Properties specific to District 1 have been adversely affected by large scale ATV events that have attracted riders from all over the country to gather at specific locations which are privately owned.  Damage to public and private property, noise, destruction of wetlands, illegal activities and traffic violations are but a few of the complaints received from neighboring residents.  If passed, the new ordinance would have required registration by consenting private property owners whose parcels measure at least 5 acres. A fee based registration would be done through the Sheriff’s Office along with a required proof of $100,000 in liability insurance before allowing ATV enthusiasts to ride on their land.  The ordinance was not well received by the Commission, however, the Board requested that District 3 Commissioner Trudie Infantini head up a task force that would study ways to combat the lawless behavior of ATV user groups and bring the make-up of that Task Force back to the Board for its review.
Sympathetic to the outcries from ATV enthusiasts, the District 1 Commission Office met with local Off Highway Vehicle Club members who had expressed a strong interest in an Off Highway Vehicle Park.  Representatives from Miami Corp attended those meetings and advised that there may be an opportunity in the future to designate land for a public ATV Park at the Farmton Tree Farm that is located just northwest of Scottsmoor.
Budget FY 2009-2010:  This year’s nation wide economic decline coupled with a deepening loss in local revenue made for some tough decisions with regards to Brevard County’s economic future.  The Board of County Commissioners passed a $1.1 billion budget, approving the same rate as last year by cutting $40 million out of the budget.  This was done with great debate among the Board along with input from many of our citizens.  Funding Public Safety was a high priority.  Listed below are some of the difficult decisions that were made by the Board in order to pass a final budget:

1. 199 positions were eliminated.

2. Elimination of virtually all vacant positions to minimize layoffs

3. No COLA, merit or step plan increases

4. Elimination of employer paid Short Term Income Protection Plan (STIPP).

5. Program expense reductions and cost shifts within health insurance and other benefit programs.

6. Reduced Library Services operating hours by 20%.

7. Reduction in hours of operation for Community and Nature Centers.

8. Funding for Capital Renewal and Replacement reduced.

9. Voted to increase Court Facilities fees an additional $30 to assist Board in meeting State Court System funding obligations.

10. A decrease in funding to diverse nonprofit groups. 

Code Enforcement Workshop: Due to an increased number of complaints associated with the Code Enforcement process, Commissioner Fisher felt that a Board workshop would be in order.  Discussion ensued regarding pro-active enforcement, anonymous complaints, trespassing onto private property, fines, fees, liens and appearances before the Special Magistrate.  After much discussion, direction to staff was:
1) Report back to the Board identifying specific amendments to the code addressing “public nuisance” and “maintenance of property” definitions.  
2) Code Enforcement staff shall only accept citizen complaints from named complainants for a period of 90 days, beginning November 2nd and citizens may report anonymous complaints to the respective Commission offices, which will be transferred to Code Enforcement.

3) Provide the Board with a monthly comparison from the 90-day period to that previous year’s month to determine if complaints increase or decrease based on anonymous vs. named complaint policy.

4) Code officers shall only respond to the specific complaints identified from the complaint with the exception of health/safety violations which are to also be cited.

5) Code officers shall inform persons of all violations present on a property for educational purposes while citing those confirmed violations per item 4 above.  
6) The Special Magistrate shall continue, for at least 30 days, any non-public health/safety issue being heard if such violations can be reasonably cured within 30 days.

Commissioners Fisher and Nelson advised the Board that their respective offices would continue to receive complaints that requested anonymity.  The District 1 Commission Office has received complaints from frightened residents who feared retaliation because of issues that were criminal in nature associated with a code complaint.  

Community Business Luncheons:  When Commissioner Fisher first took office he thought that it would be productive to hold discussions with north Brevard business professionals to talk about issues that affect not only private citizens but the business community as well.  Meetings take place the first Friday of each month in the District 1 Commission Office.  Guest speakers have included County Manager Howard Tipton, Shelly Lauten with myregion.org, Tyler Sirois with the Florida High Tech Corridor, Assistant County Manager Stockton Whitten, North Area Park Operations Manager Terry Lane, District 1 Appointee to the Citizen’s Budget Review Committee Doug Baker, Glenn Storch, Attorney representing Miami Corp. and Lynda Weatherman, President & CEO of Economic Development Commission of East Central Florida.

Among the topics discussed were budget challenges, impact fees, permitting, mitigation, parks projects, smart growth, economic development, tax abatement, crime, the Farmton plan and cut backs in County staff and services.

Complaints / Inquiries received in the District 1 Office:  Constituents phone the District 1 Office for a multitude of reasons.  Not all calls are treated as complaints, as we have discovered that by the time someone makes the decision to phone our office they are not necessarily angry but exasperated because they don’t know how to navigate through the various County departments.  On the average, this office fields approximately 50-60 calls a day. To date 370 of those calls required further investigation to help the constituent reach a resolution, sometimes involving a higher level of government or an outside agency.  This year we have seen an increase in the number of calls related to Animal Services, Code Enforcement, Waste Management, Law Enforcement and Housing & Human Services.  This year, the Board of County Commissioners voted to adopt a “No Kill” policy for its animal shelters.  This has put much stress on our shelters with regards to staffing, sanitation and adequate room.  Also, due to the many homes that are in foreclosure a rise in Code Enforcement complaints has been noted as homes have been abandoned and have fallen into disrepair thus creating an attractive nuisance to vandals and at the same time devaluing the properties of nearby homeowners.  In some cases, homeowners have emptied out their home which has generated additional calls for waste pick-up.  Once the properties have started the foreclosure process, it then becomes the responsibility of the bank or lending institution to monitor the upkeep of the property.  

Because our community is experiencing hard times due to a declining job market, we have also witnessed a dramatic shift in calls related to Social Services.  Often people call for the location of food banks and shelters including assistance with rent, utilities, medical care and in some cases burial assistance. We often refer these callers to a local charity, the Community Action Team or a local church.  

Crime Workshop:  A workshop on crime became a focus of grave importance in the District 1 Commission Office after two of Commissioner Fisher’s closest friends were tasked with burying a loved one whose life was taken during a violent home invasion just one week apart.  The deaths of Krystal Pinson, daughter of Ken Pinson and Kenneth Moore, brother to Cocoa Attorney Kendall Moore bought the reality of violence to the forefront.  Commissioner Fisher asked the Board’s permission to schedule a workshop on Crime which took place on October 27th.  Following a judicial overview by Chief Judge John Harris, brief comments were received from both Ken Pinson and Kendall Moore.  Both Pinson and Moore were dismayed that each suspect had a long history of violent crime and multiple felony charges yet still roamed the streets.  The list of workshop participants were impressive at best as presentations and remarks were heard by the Board from Sheriff Jack Parker, State Attorney Norm Wolfinger, Assistant State Attorney Wayne Holmes, Public Defender J.R. Russo, FDLE Special Agent Wayne Ivey, Police Chiefs representing 5 municipalities along with representatives from the School Board, CRIMELINE, and Patrick Gavin, Congressional Liaison for Congressman Bill Posey.  Public comment followed.
Discussion included statistical data supporting gun related violent crimes, plea bargaining as an alternative to going to trial, the lack of proper funding for positions such as much needed judges, public defenders, law enforcement personnel, along with an apparent need for facilities in the way of jail space and courtrooms.  
There was positive discussion as Sheriff Parker explained “Operation Gang Over”, a task force that includes officers from BCSO, Cocoa, Melbourne and Titusville Police Departments and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, whose primary focus is combating violent crimes and gang activity.  Community Involvement is a big step to educating the community and mentoring children at risk as evidenced in feedback presented by local pastors and representatives from the YMCA, AMIkids Space Coast and the Brevard Youth Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition.
Domestic Violence:  Acts of domestic violence and the crimes associated with this growing problem was addressed at length at the Crime Workshop on October 27th.  At the October 6th Commission meeting, a resolution declaring October as “Domestic Violence Awareness Month” was approved by the Board, also, at that same meeting a resolution was approved recognizing October as “Silent Witness Month”.  Domestic violence often occurs in the privacy of one’s home which often involves children who bear witness to both physical and emotional abuse. The Silent Witness Project is a national initiative which promotes the end to domestic violence in all 50 states and 30 foreign countries.  We learned from those who spoke on the issue of domestic violence that:

1. A domestic violence crime is committed at the rate of once every 15 seconds.

2. The Batter is always in control

3. Anger Management for the family is not an appropriate action

4. 1 in 4 women feel the abuse

5. One third of homicides are a result of domestic violence

6. 75% occur in the home

7. Firearms are the weapon of choice

We received permission for Donna Davis to put domestic violence posters in all county facilities except courthouses.  Ms. Davis’ pregnant daughter was murdered by her unborn child’s father.  Because of Ms. Davis’ efforts, there is currently a HB-141 and SB-290 being sponsored by State Representative Poppell that state that it is considered a double murder when the mother and her unborn child are murdered.  

There was also a request before the Commission made by Elizabeth King, a victim of domestic Violence that a book entitled “Why Does He Do That” be placed in every library in Brevard.  The books are currently on order.
EDC / SEDC Issues related to North Brevard:  On Wednesday May 13th, a meeting was coordinated with the help of Marcia Gaedcke with the Titusville Area Chamber of Commerce. Participants included, Commissioner Fisher along with President & CEO of Parrish Medical Center George Mikitarian, Matt Chestnut, Executive Director of SEDC (Space Coast Economic Development Commission), Lynda Weatherman, President & CEO of EDC (Economic Development Commission of East Central Florida) and her assistant Kimberly Meehan Agee and Titusville City Manager, Mark Ryan.  There was a shared concern by many of the attendees that North Brevard was not getting their fair share from the EDC and that it was necessary to bring their concerns to the forefront for discussion.  Lynda Weatherman had been made aware of the concerns that were circulating and took time to explain how EDC grooms a prospect.  Through much discussion, participants felt that talks did help to bridge the “gap” and “mend relationships”.  Matt Chestnut with SEDC had agreed to use EDC as a resource as they have a much larger budget.
EELS Property Sale to TICO Airport Authority:  In 1994, the EEL Program acquired 52 acres from the Spaceport Commerce Park for the preservation of Florida Scrub-jay habitat in the TICO area of the Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem.  Initially, this was a step towards protection of an additional 2,000 acres within the TICO portion of the project area.  It became apparent to the EELS Selection & Management Committee that acquisition of the additional acreage was not going to be realized based on unsuccessful discussions with TICO Airport Authority regarding exchange options.  The Committee concluded that the 1994 acquisition plan was not going to be realized as there did not appear to be any willing sellers.  A motion was carried unanimously at the April 28, 2009 Commission meeting to authorize the Chairman to enter into a contract to sell the 52 acres to the TICO Airport Authority at a sale price equal to the most recent appraisal at $1,560,000.  TICO officials were pleased with the motion.  The general sentiment among EELS Committee members is that the money from the sale of this 52 acres could be applied to another project that has a greater conservation value for the community.
Exploration Park:  Exploration Park is a state-of-the-art research facility that will be located at the Kennedy Space Center.  This is a joint endeavor between the State of Florida and NASA which will be home to several high-profile customers whose prominence in the field of science and technology will greatly impact the retention of high-tech jobs that will be lost due to the retirement of the Space Shuttle.  In a February 11th meeting of the Space Coast Transportation Planning Organization, Commissioner Fisher proposed that the Organization allocate funding in the amount of $800,000 in federal transportation funds towards infrastructure design at Exploration Park in an effort to secure an estimated 1,000 jobs.  The final TPO vote was 11-7.
Farmton / Miami Corp:  Farmton is a 59,000 acre tract of land (92 acres) that has been owned by a Chicago based family trust for the past 80 years.  The acreage encompasses 47,000 acres in Volusia and approximately 12,000 acres in Brevard that is located northwest of Scottsmoor. On September 15th, the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners approved a plan that would conserve 75% of timberland which equates to a little over 8,000 acres. Miami Corp. is interested in development to include over 20,000 homes west of I-95, along with commercial development, business districts and the clustering of villages.  

Heritage Village Historical Park:  The vision for the construction of this historical park was a mutual effort between North Brevard Heritage Foundation, Brevard Community College, Brevard County and Parrish Medical Center.  The overall concept of the village was to document our local history thru exhibits and historical structures that depicted the lifestyle of North Brevard’s early pioneers whose beliefs, values and ingenuity left footprints in our community.  Educational exhibits, historic homes and buildings that were a part of time once passed were to be displayed for the enjoyment of all.  Initially it was determined that the village would consume approximately 10 acres at the Chain of Lakes.  The idea evolved during a time when funding was not considered to be entirely out of reach, however, today’s unstable economy has put the project on “hold”.  The Heritage Foundation along with Brevard County is currently looking at moving the homes that are currently stored on BCC property to a more secure storage site.  We are hopeful that property and funding becomes available for the continuation of the vision that the North Brevard Heritage Foundation has worked so very hard to make a reality.
Local Preference:  In July of this year, the BOCC passed a Local Business Preference Resolution as a pilot program.  The purpose of the resolution is to encourage businesses to remain and locate within in Brevard County and to hire Brevard County residents in an attempt to strengthen the local economy.  Formulation of the resolution involved County staff, Brevard County business leaders and information gathered from surrounding Municipalities and Counties who already have a Local Preference Ordinance or Resolution in place.  Staff is to report back to the Board at 6 month and 12 month intervals regarding the affects of this ordinance.  It is hopeful that money expended on “local” vendors and their employees will offer a returned investment on the dollars earned in Brevard County.  
Procedures for granting local Preference in Purchasing and Contracting are outlined below: 

A. Preference shall be applied to Businesses as follows: 

1. Category 1 (County Business / 50% residents)

a. 5%  preference for a bid/RFP up to, but not to include, $500,000.00;  

b. 3% for a bid/RFP of $500,000.00 up to, but not to include, $1,000.000.00;  

c. 2% for a bid/RFP of $1,000,000.00 or more.   

2. Category 2 (State Business 50% residents)
a. 2 ½ % preference for a bid/RFP up to, but not to include, $500,000.00;  

b. 1 ½ % for a bid/RFP of $500,000.00 up to, but not to include, $1,000,000.00;  

c. 1% for a bid/RFP of $1,000,000.00 or more 

3. Category 3 (State Business)
a.  1 ½  preference for a bid/RFP up to, but not to include, $500,000.00; 

b.  1% for a bid/RFP of $500,000.00 up to, but not to include, $1,000,000.00; 

c.  ½% for a bid/RFP of $1,000,000.00 or more  

4. Category 4 no preference. 

Marina Park:  This is a City owned park whose maintenance falls under the responsibility of Brevard County.  The park encompasses 20.35 acres of riverfront property and is a $3.2 million project funded by the 2000 and 2006 North Brevard Recreation Special District Bond Referendums for Recreational Facilities and by the Florida Boating Improvement Program.  Groundbreaking for the plans approved by the Marina Park Referendum Committee and the North Brevard Commission on Parks and Recreation took place on June 23, 2009.  Plans for the new project have generated much excitement within the community as citizens are eager to make good use of the picnic areas, softball field, playground and 3 new boat ramps with related parking, restroom amenities and gazebos along with a skate park and splash park.  There are plans for additional amenities if funding becomes available.  The project is on schedule and has a projected date of May 1st for completion.
Max Brewer Bridge Replacement:  Replacement of the old swing span bridge is underway at a cost of $44.75 million. Spring 2011 is the anticipated time for completion.  The new high rise fixed span construction will be approximately 3,200 feet long and will set foot just south of the existing bridge.  Underneath the new bridge will be a catwalk that will be an additional draw for area anglers.  This is a Florida Department of Transportation bridge project with the Board of County Commissioners, Florida Department of Inland Navigation District, and Florida Department of Transportation partnering for the cost of the catwalk.

Pritchard House:  The Historic Pritchard House was built in 1891 for Captain James and Mary Pritchard and was purchased by the County from family descendents in 2005.  Presently, the stately Queen Anne style landmark is undergoing extensive restoration as Parks & Recreation and Risk Management staff work tirelessly to abate the asbestos and lead paint dust from the site.  The abatement process should be completed by the end of November, until then the home is closed.  Final BID documents for the first floor only have been prepared for phase II which will include electrical, air, mechanical and plumbing.  Once finished, the Pritchard home will graciously welcome visitors with the support from members of the North Brevard Heritage Foundation who entered into a lease agreement with the County to operate the house as a living history museum.   

Pulte Property / Fortenberry Road / Merritt Island:

At the April 15th meeting of the BOCC the Board appointed Commissioner Fisher to negotiate the purchase of the Fortenberry Road Stormwater Treatment Pond Expansion.  The result of those negotiations are as follows:

On September 15, 2009 the Board of County Commissioner approved the purchase of the former 53 acre Pulte Homes site on Merritt Island.  This was based on the May 28, 2009, option agreement for the sale and purchase in the amount of $2,265.750 with Pulte Homes Inc., for the expansion of the Fortenberry Regional Stormwater Treatment Project. The closing date is tentatively set for October 9, 2009. 

The contract was the result of a voluntary acquisition negotiation. This site is composed of 5 contiguous tax parcels which cover a total of 53.22 vacant acres. These parcels are adjacent to four (4) county owned parcels, to include two (2) stormwater parcels, one (1) conservation parcel and the Veterans center.  The acquisition also includes ~200 acres of offsite mitigation located within the Indian River Lagoon Blueway System. 

The above due diligence has been completed and no hazardous waste was identified on site.  However, an estimated quantity of approximately 61,000 cy of C &D and solid waste materials would be removed to fully clean the site in preparation for the Stormwater Treatment Project. 

The average of these two appraisals is $5,226,500 which does not include any reductions associated with the solid waste identified on site. 

In order to construct the proposed Stormwater Treatment Facility and accomplish the redevelopment needs of MIRA, a 21 acre pond is required to treat approximately a 144 acre, highly impervious, mostly untreated but commercially developed watershed.

While the contracted purchase price was approximately 43% of the appraised value, it was necessary to further reduce the purchase price to 2.0 Million in order to ensure the project could be constructed and the solid waste removed per State requirements. Cleanup costs and phase I construction were estimated to be $2 million. Specifically, available funding for purchase, clean up and phase I construction is $4 million.  This includes $2.265 Million from MIRA, $700,000 from the existing Fortenberry Pond Stormwater CIP and approximately $1Million in Stormwater Utility Assessment revenues allocated to multiple District 2 CIP projects that are currently underway but anticipated to be completed well under budget.  

In addition to the 53 acre site, approximately 200 acres of privately held mosquito impoundments and coastal wetlands also conveyed with the transaction. These parcels provide State and federally required mitigation for wetland impacts on the site. 

Acquisition of the Pulte parcel provides opportunities to address several needs in this area:

· Expand the pond to fully treat stormwater runoff from 144 acres of intensely developed land on the south side of the SR 520 commercial corridor as mandated by the State.
· Incentivize re-development of commercial properties within this area by treating water off-site.  This would facilitate better design and utilization of valuable commercial properties which are required by the Water Management District to treat their stormwater using 15% to 25% of the site for ponds.  Land owners would purchase credits for treatment from the County, off-setting the cost of the land acquisition.  They would then be able to maximize the redevelopment of the entire site.

· Facilitate future expansion of the Veterans Memorial Park.  The Board has attempted to acquire this site twice in the past but was unsuccessful due to funding limitations.  Acquisition and development of the stormwater facilities would provide space for additional Veteran’s memorials, exhibits and space for relocation of the Viet Nam Veteran’s Service Center as may be required in the future.  Other passive recreational uses on the site that overlooks Newfound Harbor would also be possible.

Rail / Trail Initiative:  The rail trail is the longest abandoned rail ever purchased in Florida. The corridor was purchased by the state and has been leased to Brevard and Volusia counties for development and maintenance. The 50- plus mile corridor runs from SR 415 to Edgewater and Titusville. This project will become part of Volusia and Brevard counties Showcase Multi-use Trails network and is part of the St. Johns River to Sea Loop Regional Trail system.
Brevard and Volusia counties in partnership with the Department of Environmental Protection’s Office of Greenways and Trails, with funding through the Florida Department of Transportation has made significant progress this past year in the development of the Rail Trail. Brevard and Volusia county staff have completed the Management Plan (required by the state) and scheduled for review and approval by the state Acquisition and Restoration Council in December. Staff is also wrapping up the Preliminary Development and Environmental Study for the design and alignment of the Rail Trail. Several Public meetings were held and were very well attended. The study will address the results of these meetings, provide typical trail sections, trailhead locations as well as cost estimates. The Space Coast TPO and Volusia MPO continue to fully support the use of state and federal funding to continue with the design and construction of the trail over the next five years. Brevard County Parks and Recreation Department has partnered with the TPO in the design and construction (in 2010) of a regional Trailhead located at the Chain of Lakes Regional Park.
Save Space Letter Writing Campaign:  At the September 15th meeting of the Board of County Commissioners, Commissioner Fisher made mention of the Augustine Report and it’s recommendation to extend the Shuttle.  With the ominous threat surrounding the loss of several thousand space related jobs, Commissioner Fisher felt it necessary that we as a community should send a strong message to Washington.  While on a campaign stop at Brevard Community College in Titusville, then President hopeful Barack Obama made promises towards extending the Shuttle Program and closing the gap.  It was Commissioner Fisher’s intent to plea to the President to live up to his campaign promises through a massive letter writing campaign.    A motion was made to authorize the County Manager and staff to include Government Relations Manage Leigh Holt to coordinate letters to send to President Obama regarding extension of the Shuttle Program; and directed Information Technology Director Jon Sellers to develop a website for same.  The hope of generating 500,000 letters was launched.
Interest in the campaign spread as the official website, www.SaveSpace.us generated awareness among businesses and organizations willing to participate as partners in this effort.  Community groups, local Chambers, twitters, FaceBook enthusiasts, school children and a Legislative letter writing campaign in Tallahassee during Committee Week monsooned into community pride all hoping to salvage America’s leadership in Space.  
TV stations posted a sample letter on their website while local newspapers were asked to put copies of the letter on their websites as well.  Digital billboards loomed over America’s landscape promoting www.SaveSpace.us.  Congresswoman Suzanne Kosmas has assured us that the White House is “definitely aware” of the campaign.  The campaign was slated to end on October 31st; however, Commissioner Fisher vowed to keep the campaign going until the President makes his decision.
Sisson Road / Titusville:  Sisson Road will be resurfaced under the stimulus program and work is expected to begin in January or February of 2010.  We are trying to increase the quality of the programmed work and expect that effort to potentially increase the funding so we can expect the road to perform well for over 20 years.
Space Walk of Fame:  The 40th Anniversary of the Apollo Program was being planned for sometime in mid July.  In hopes of completing the Apollo monument prior to that event, the Foundation made a plea for $100,000 financial assistance.  The Titusville Redevelopment Agency and the Titusville City Council approved the allocation of $50,000 to complete the Apollo monument for Space View Park with conditions that matched funds from the North Brevard Commission on Parks & Recreation be approved prior to the City dispensing funds.  A Funding match was approved by the Park & Recreation Commission on February 12th so the monument could be completed.  
Space Port Commerce Park / Business Friendly Deed Restrictions:  The reason this project was undertaken was because of the conflicting message provided to prospective businesses looking to buy and build in the county owned industrial park, Spaceport Commerce Park. The restrictions were written in the early 1980s, they were written at a time when the industrial park was not located in the City of Titusville.  Annexing the property into the city of Titusville created conflicting regulations and a problem when dealing with a prospective business as to what restrictions to follow.  
Commissioner Fisher after taking office in 2008 had several meetings with City of Titusville officials as well as business leaders in the community and determined that the restrictive covenants created a problem for prospective businesses. Councilman Walt Johnson reflected from his past experiences of losing prospective businesses because of the restrictive covenants and not having sufficient inventory of available rental space to offer to prospective businesses.  He advised that the restrictive covenants should be modified and he further went on to say that the industrial park should offer lot sizes compatible to business needs and permit spec buildings in the industrial park.   After the series of meetings Commissioner Fisher stated that his goal was to make the industrial park successful in terms of offering an incentive to businesses looking to relocate or expand in Titusville therefore he asked the Spaceport Commerce Park Authority to study the issue and consider making changes to the restrictions.  
 At Commissioner Fisher’s request the Spaceport Commerce Park Authority established a task committee which met on 3 occasions. The Special Task Committee was in agreement that the majority of the restrictions except for use, lot size, and architectural standards sections should be eliminated. Their recommendation was to have only one set of regulations for a company to follow when building in the industrial park and those regulations should be that of the City of Titusville.
The Spaceport Commerce Park Authority held public meetings on June 9th and August 5th, and heard public input on the proposed changes. The Spaceport Commerce Park Authority at its last meeting on November 12th approved the final changes.  The Authority agreed to make a recommendation to the County Commission on 1) the proposed changes to the restrictive covenants, and 2) adopt a policy permitting spec buildings to be built in the industrial park.  Also in November the City of Titusville Council agreed to the restrictive covenant changes. The TICO Airport Authority, having recently acquired ownership of approximately 53 acres in the industrial park, will consider agreeing to the changes in December. After that final step, the Spaceport Commerce Park Authority recommendations will be submitted to the County Commission in January 2010 for final approval.
Speed Humps:  In July of this year, the Board of County Commissioners approved to allow the District Commissioner to utilize their MSTU (Municipal Service Taxing Unit) money and/or voluntary funding from a community to fund speed hump installation and removal; and for each Commissioner to determine the criteria for the regulation of safety, with the criteria to be used as a guide and not as an absolute.  
St. Johns Heritage Parkway:  Site for the St. Johns Heritage Parkway includes a 47 acre right-of-way and easement acquisition from the Platt family who owns the 4,000 acre ranch adjacent to West Melbourne.  The Platt’s also have plans to develop 2,453 acres that include 3,000 single family homes and commercial development.  The Board was not unanimous in its decision at the November 17th meeting as Commissioners Nelson had reservations regarding the transfer of housing units fearing that it would set precedence.  Commissioner Fisher voiced concern that the Platts should be required to incur infrastructure costs.  County Attorney Scott Knox will be working out the details.
Titusville Veteran’s Memorial Pier:  Replacement of the hurricane damaged structure is finally underway after Hurricane Wilma vented her wrath in 2005.  Funding up to $3.4 million is being made available through FEMA.  An April 2010 completion date is anticipated.  The new pier will be of concrete construction and will be ADA accessible with fold down aluminum railings to accommodate the handicapped.  Another bonus for the new pier will be to the concession area which will be operated by a lone bidder, Capitol Seas, Inc.  The concessionaire will be charged a monthly rental payment of $1,500 and will be required to maintain the pier including routine repairs and utilities.  The agreement for the concession operation will go before the Board of County Commissioners on December 1st.
Transportation Impact Fees:  Due to the current economic recession, the Board of County Commissioners, in hopes of stimulating short term construction, adopted an Emergency Ordinance at their March 5th meeting The ordinance was to impose a two-year moratorium on the collection of transportation impact fees for commercial and residential projects, beginning on March 1, 2009 and sun setting on March 1, 2011.  

Valiant Air Command:  The Tourist Development Council on May 5th requested that the Board of County Commissioners approve a Capital Facilities matching grant in the amount of $200,000 to the Valiant Air Command for construction of a new hangar to house airplanes from America’s past wars.  The new 18,000 square foot hangar will be called “Vietnam and Beyond”.  The Valiant Air Command is a not-for-profit corporation located at the Space Coast Regional Airport in south Titusville at 6600 TICO Road.  Their task is to disseminate the history and culture associated with military aviation, ensuring the memory of all who gave so courageously of their lives and service to this country.  Each year our community benefits economically from the VACs annual air show which draws people from all over the world.

On Monday, February 22nd the Valiant Air Command held a groundbreaking for construction of the new Vietman Display Hangar which will serve to honor the memory of those who gallantly served during the Vitenam War.
West Melbourne Health & Rehab Center Negotiations:  In 1979, The West Melbourne Health & Rehabilitation Center was organized as a not-for-profit Florida Corporation so that tax exempt bonds could be acquired for purposes of financing.  The original bond documents provided that the title to the facility revert to Brevard County once bond payments are paid in full per IRS revenue rules.  Bonds have been paid off and the property title has been transferred to the County. At the July 17th meeting, the Board of County Commissioners appointed Commissioner Fisher to represent the County in negotiations between Brevard County and Northport Health Services of Florida, LLC for the sale / purchase of the West Melbourne Health & Rehabilitation Center located in West Melbourne.  Negotiations are ongoing.
Windover Dig Site:  This is an ancient burial site dating back 3,000 to 9,000 years.  In the early 80s, archaeologist unearthed some of the oldest DNA ever found on the planet from what is referred to as a mortuary pond.  In August of this year, the Preservation & Education Trust, who owns the land, was hoping to sell it to the State of Florida, earmarking funds through the Division of Historical Resources.  Residents of Windover Farms wanted to limit public access in an effort to discourage loitering.  After the Board of County Commissioners approved moving forward with the access restrictions, EELS resubmitted the management perspectives to the state.  The Governor and Cabinet wanted the State Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC) to weigh in on the limited public use to see if they felt it was appropriate.  The Council reviewed the management plan proposed by the County (guided public access only) and did determine that it was appropriate for the property.  As a result, ARC approved the management prospectus for Windover on the consent agenda on December 11 with no changes.  Windover will be added to the Florida Forever list as an A-list project in the next report to the Cabinet (probably February).
In February, the Governor and Cabinet will consider if they will approve the use of the emergency archeological preservation funding to pursue the acquisition of the property.  
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